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Hello, fellow world travellers!
We are thrilled to present to you our new tour catalogue! 
Within these pages you’ll find a gamut of exciting tours 
to satisfy your interests in wildlife and discovery. Among 
adventures we’re looking forward to are new tours in 
Costa Rica, The Gambia, and Papua New Guinea. We’re 
also pleased welcome new tour leaders Josh Barichello 
hosting our travellers at Dechenla Lodge and Jessica Linton 
spearheading our brand new Monarchs of Mexico tour. 

This past year has been marked with many new 
experiences. While out on tour, Quest Expeditioners 
have watched a group of Cuba’s exceptionally tiny Bee 
Hummingbirds at close range, stepped upon the fabled 
Sable Island, and felt the gaze of a Leopard in Sri Lanka. 
Closer to home, we’ve been delighted to meet many of  
you at regional events such as the Festival of Birds at  
Point Pelee National Park. 

The year 2016 also marked Quest’s venture into the 
technological realm of webinars. These live and interactive 
on-line information sessions engaged our travellers in 
learning about featured destinations from session leaders. 
We’ll be presenting more webinars over the coming year 
and we invite you to take part; please make sure you visit 
our website and sign up to our e-newsletter for webinar 
dates and topics and all the news about upcoming tours 
and leaders.

Steely-vented Hummingbird in Costa Rica

The year 2017 will mark Canada’s 
sesquicentennial. In celebration  
we are happy to feature a number  
of exciting Canadian destinations  
and we encourage all our travellers  
to consider discovering (or re-discovering) one of Canada’s 
special regions. In fact, we are offering our very special 
Canadian Arctic Expedition Cruise (p. 58) especially for  
this occasion.

I’m writing this from Sepilok in Sabah where I’m setting  
up our revamped 2018 Borneo tour. From the vantage  
of a canopy walk today, I had the incomparable sight  
of a wild female Bornean Orang-utan with her youngster 
feeding some 20 metres above the forest floor. Like you, 
I’m always thrilled to be in the field, discovering something 
new or gaining a fresh appreciation for wildlife and our 
natural environment. Our Quest Nature Tours team looks 
forward to sharing great nature experiences with you over 
the coming year.  

Happy Trails,

Lewie Gonsalves
President, Worldwide Quest
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Justin Peter              
Director, Quest Nature Tours    

Cover photo: The Strawberry Poison-dart Frog,  
found in Costa Rica. This photo was voted on  
by our e-newsletter subscribers! 



Please call or email with your questions or to receive  
the detailed itineraries for our tours. Drop in anytime! 

1-800-387-1483  |  416-633-5666
travel@worldwidequest.com
491 King Street East, Toronto

Quest Nature Tours is a division of

Where will you travel to?
NORTH AMERICA
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Dechenla Lodge
Bay of Fundy & Grand Manan
East Coast Wildlife Safari
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In Search of Whoopers
Polar Bears of Churchill
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CENTRAL AMERICA & CARIBBEAN
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The Quest Nature Tours Experience
We’re small and we plan to keep it that way.  
We focus on four Quest essentials:

Small groups
Our groups generally range from 8 – 14 participants.  
This small size allows us to be attentive and quiet, giving 
us greater opportunity to observe wildlife. Our logistics 
are flexible. We use small vehicles and vessels, limiting 
our environmental impact. All our activities, such as 
presentations, meals, and gatherings are enjoyable  
and focused.

Expert leaders
Every Quest tour is led by one of our team of expert 
naturalists. They are knowledgeable, congenial. and 
extraordinarily capable. Their objective is to ensure  
that our Quest Expeditioners enjoy their nature holiday 
experience to the utmost. In addition, they are all avid 
life-long learners, personally invested in conservation and 
education initiatives in their own communities. Thus they 
will be a source of enrichment to your travel experience.  
 
Most of our tours are also accompanied by a local 
naturalist. Each is a highly trained expert with exceptional 
knowledge of the natural history of his or her home region. 
Local guides help us to find and identify wildlife and share 
their knowledge of the habits of the creatures we encounter 
as well as the ecological relationships between local flora  
and fauna. 

More time exploring
Our tours are conceived and executed to maximize  
your time in the field. Our daily itineraries are full, but  
not exhausting. There is nothing routine about our days. 
While we travel with a goal and destination in mind, we 
always give priority to field observations by choosing routes 
that allow us to maximize wildlife viewing along the way 
and modifying our itinerary as necessary and possible. 

Well taken care of
From the moment you call our office, we’ll take care of  
all the details from pre-departure information to post-tour 
species compilations. Virtually everything is included in the 
tour cost: accommodations, meals, transportation, activities 
and gratuities. We travel off the beaten path without 
sacrificing comfort. 

We invite you to join our growing number  
of Quest Expeditioners!
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A note about our Expedition Cruises
For more than 25 years Quest Expeditioners have  
travelled to some of the most remote and thrilling places 
in the world on board our comfortable expedition vessels. 
In the Galapagos Islands, and in the Amazon region, we 
generally charter a vessel exclusively for our Quest group  
of under 30 participants and as few as 14. In the Polar 
Regions and in Central America, necessity requires a 
somewhat larger vessel in order to get us to where we’d  
like to go, but the ‘feel’ is decidedly expedition and not  
at all ‘cruise ship’. All our vessels are ideally suited for 
nature travel, allowing us favourable access to our landings 
and to wildlife; they are casual but comfortable and we 
keep the itinerary flexible to the utmost extent so that  
we can stop where we’d like, drop anchor, and observe  
the wildlife of interest. 

Your payments are protected
As a TICO (Travel Industry Council of Ontario) registered 
tour operator we adhere to strict financial regulations.  
You can book with us in confidence, knowing your  
payments are fully protected.

We can help with your flights
Our in-house flight coordinator will provide personalized 
flight arrangements for you. When you purchase your 
airline tickets through us you have the peace of mind  
that we are part of your Quest expedition from start to 
finish and through any unexpected schedule changes  
along the way.

Worldwide Quest Explorer’s Club
When you join two of our tours you will automatically 
become a member of the Worldwide Quest Explorer’s  
Club and we reward you with a 5% credit on your third 
leader-led catalogue group trip. As a Worldwide Quest 
Explorer’s Club member you will always be the first to hear 
about our new tours and enjoy “pre-booking” privileges.

Trinidad and Tobago, 2016 ©
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Monarchs of Mexico
DATES: February 20 – 26, 2017
COST: US$3445 + taxes and gratuities US$175
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 14 participants
NEXT DATES: February, 2018

Every winter,  
millions and perhaps 
over a billion Monarch 
butterflies arrive in the 
forests of Michoacán  
in central Mexico. These 
spectacular gatherings have 
generated tremendous 
interest from naturalists 
worldwide. While some 
scientists believe Monarchs 
use an internal compass to 
find their way here, mystery 
still surrounds their choice 

of these specific favoured patches of rural Mexico. 

On this tour, we’ll have a chance to discover this region and visit 
the Monarchs’ wintering grounds that have been designated as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. During our time, we’ll enjoy a small 
number of excellent lodgings and their surroundings in the rural 
Mexican countryside. Our experience will be further enhanced by 
the unique complement of wild species here including a unique 
assortment of flora and bird life too. 

Join lepidopterist and Monarch expert Jessica Linton for this 
special tour as she returns to explore the wonders of the 
Monarch migration!

TOUR LEADER
Jessica Linton is a 
consulting biologist who 
specializes in butterflies. 
She has over 10 years of 
experience in butterfly 
surveys, behavioural 
monitoring, and migration studies. Jessica has 
participated in, or has coordinated, a number of 
initiatives and studies focused on Monarchs and 
has appeared before the Ontario Environmental 
Review Tribunal as an expert witness on Monarch 
ecology. She has travelled to several of the Monarch 
overwintering colonies in central Mexico to observe 
and photograph the species and regularly delivers 
educational presentations on this fascinating species.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive Mexico City, welcome dinner
Day 2: Drive to Zitacuaro Region, El Rosario
Day 3: Visit Chincua 
Day 4: Visit El Capulín Sanctuary
Day 5: To Valle de Bravo
Day 6: Visit the Piedra Herrada Reserve
Day 7: Return to Mexico City, depart

ONE OF NATURE’S GREATEST SPECTACLES

Monarch Butterfly colony

LIMITED
AVAILABILITY!

Mexico City

El Capulín Sanctuary

Valle 
de Bravo

Zitácuaro
Piedra Herrada

MEXICO

van/bus
start
end

Sierra Chincua

BRAND
NEW

TOUR!
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Newfoundland & Labrador
DATES: June 25 – July 07, 2017
COST: C$4095 + 15% HST and C$195 gratuities
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 14 participants
NEXT DATES: 2019

With its stark 
landscapes, vegetation 
spanning the boreal 
forest and tundra 
realms, a productive 
marine environment 
and a distinctive 
culture, Newfoundland  
and Labrador promise the  
keen traveller an eclectic  
mix of experiences. We’ll 

stand at the most easterly point of North America and visit 
the continent’s largest Atlantic Puffin colony. At Terra Nova, 
we’ll watch for boreal forest birds as well as the endangered 
Newfoundland Pine Marten. 

We’ll visit Gros Morne National Park, recognized by UNESCO  
and renowned for its rugged beauty. It is home to one of the 
densest Moose populations and it’s also home to Woodland 
Caribou and American Black Bear. On the seemingly barren  
lands of the Great Northern Peninsula, we’ll find alpine flowers 
and orchids blooming in the fantastic limestone terrain. So much 
does the landscape resemble the Arctic that Rock Ptarmigan and 
Arctic Hare live here!

We’ll cross the Strait of Belle Isle to Labrador and watch for 
Northern Fulmar, shearwaters, and seals, all while looking for 
any of the over 22 cetacean species recorded here. The southerly 
iceberg migration will be occurring in earnest, and we may even 
enjoy a “triple play” of seabirds, whales and icebergs at the  
same time! 

TOUR LEADER
David Milsom is an expert 
naturalist who has travelled 
and led Quest tours to all 
parts of the globe. He is 
extremely knowledgeable 
about birds, mammals, and 
butterflies. He is a veteran traveller of Newfoundland 
and led our phenomenally successful 2015 tour.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Meet in St. John’s
Day 2: St. John’s and Witless Bay
Days 3 – 4: Terra Nova National Park
Day 5: Boyd’s Cove / Deer Lake
Days 6 – 7: Gros Morne National Park
Day 8: St. Barbe, NL to Blanc-Sablon, QC,  
drive into Labrador
Day 9: Southern Labrador Coast
Day 10: Great Northern Peninsula
Day 11: L’Anse-aux-Meadows Viking Settlement
Day 12: Port au Choix National Historic Site
Day 13: Depart Deer Lake

ICEBERGS, SEABIRDS, AND BOREAL FOREST

Iceberg migration

NEWFOUNDLAND

QUEBEC

Terra Nova NP

Atlantic 
Ocean

Deer Lake

Gros 
Morne 
NP

St. Barbe

L’Anse-aux-
MeadowsBlanc- 

Sablon

St. John’s

Boat

Witless Bay

Boyd’s Cove

Red BayL’Anse-au-Clair
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Dechenla Lodge
DATES: June 27 – July 5, 2017
COST: C$4195 + 5% GST  Includes 2 internal flights.
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 12 participants

Dechenla Lodge is almost too good to be true –  
the perfect compromise between wilderness isolation and 
comfort. Meaning “Land at the End of the Sticks” in the Kaska 
Dene language, Dechenla is located on the border of the Yukon 
and Northwest Territories north of the famous Nahanni River, 
on an alpine plateau known as “The Barrens” in the heart of the 
Mackenzie and Selwyn Mountains. Exhibiting features of both 
tundra and alpine habitats, the area has been recognized as an 
International Biological Program Site under the UN Environment 
Program. Wildflowers flourish during the brief northern summer, 
some finding their eastern limit of distribution here.

Short rambles, day hikes, and excursions by 4x4-vehicle will  
take us to nesting waterfowl, blooming wildflowers, good fishing 
in glacier-fed streams, mineral licks that attract Caribou, and 
possibly a Golden Eagle’s nest. More than 130 species of bird 
have been recorded here, including such northern specialties as 
Gyrfalcons, Willow Ptarmigans, Smith’s Longspurs, and the vocal 
Long-tailed Ducks. Although they are not always readily visible, 
the mammals of the great wilderness are here too: Grizzly Bear, 
Grey Wolf, Moose, and Dall Sheep are among them. A host of 
smaller creatures are also found here. The varied backdrops 
of mountains and tundra make this a paradise for naturalists, 
photographers, and artists. Every day will be another  
opportunity for discovery!

We’ll stay in snug cabins with private facilities and enjoy  
delicious meals. Although the lodge is isolated, with no electricity 
or running water, everything works efficiently and comfortably. 
This is a rare opportunity for a comfortable experience of 
Canada’s great northern wilderness! 

TOUR LEADER
Joshua (Josh) Barichello 
has grown up spending 
his summers at Dechenla 
and his enthusiasm for this 
place is infectious. He has an 
extensive knowledge of the 
flora and fauna, geology and history of the area.  

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in Whitehorse
Day 2: Charter Flight to MacMillan Pass
Days 3 – 8: Dechenla activities
Day 9: Departure day

MIDSUMMER IN A CANADIAN MOUNTAIN WILDERNESS

Male Caribou grazing

SINGLE
LODGE 
STAY!

ALASKA YUKON
TERRITORY

Whitehorse

BRITISH
COLUMBIA

NORTHWEST
TERRITORIES

Gulf of
Alaska

Dechenla
Lodge
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Bay of Fundy & Grand Manan
DATES: August 6 – 11, 2017
COST: Approx. C$2295 + 15% HST and C$90 gratuities
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 14 participants

Every six hours and thirteen minutes, over  
100 billion tonnes of Atlantic Ocean seawater move 
in and out of the Bay of Fundy, which is the bay with 
the highest tides in the world. But the tides themselves 
are just one of Fundy’s attractions. Our tour of this region begins 
in the upper bay where hundreds of thousands of migrating 
Semipalmated Sandpipers fill mudflats and beaches for a few 
magical midsummer weeks. We then move to Grand Manan 
Island in the lower bay where puffins, razorbills, gannets,  
storm-petrels, shearwaters and whales can be too numerous  
to count. The Grand Manan archipelago has a pull of its own, 
owing to its unspoiled nature and welcoming island residents.  

We are staying four full days in a single lodge on Grand Manan 
near the bay’s entrance where so many people have first felt 
Fundy’s allure. Startling rock formations, coniferous forests, 
wildflower-filled meadows, and tidal pools form the backdrop 
 to an incredible annual migration of songbirds and shorebirds. 
Off shore, resident and migratory seabirds join whales in 
spectacular congregations of marine life. There is a pervasive 
“anything can happen” vibe underscoring each day here. 

In August 2017, during a celebration of Canada’s 150th birthday, 
we invite you to forge a connection with the productive waters 
and coastlines of Fundy and its denizens! 

TOUR LEADER
Ian Shanahan worked  
four years as a Seasonal  
Park Naturalist at Algonquin 
Park, including a stint as the 
Park’s Senior Naturalist. His 
love for natural history – 
“anything that flies”– takes him to many countries 
where he enjoys watching, photographing and 
sketching. At the age of six, Ian’s first of many visits  
to the Bay of Fundy sparked a lifelong fascination  
for whales and marine life.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive Moncton, Upper Bay of Fundy
Day 2: Upper Bay of Fundy, to Grand Manan
Day 3: Machias Seal Island 
Day 4: Whale watching off White Head Island
Day 5: Inner Islands
Day 6: To St. John, depart

A GLOBAL HOTBED OF WHALES, SEABIRDS AND SANDPIPERS

Atlantic Puffins

BRAND NEW
ITINERARY!

Moncton

Saint John
NOVA SCOTIA

MAINE

NEW
BRUNSWICK

P.E.I.

QUÉBEC

Machias
Seal Island

White Head
Island

Blacks Harbour

Bay of Fundy

Grand Manan
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East Coast Wildlife Safari
DATES: July 5 – 15, 2017
COST: US$4195 – US$8995 (based on cabin type) 
+ 5% GST
GROUP SIZE: Our Quest Nature Tours group  
is on board a 96-passenger ship

In the 18th Century, the French used the port of 
Louisbourg as their base while their fleet patrolled 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence guarding against foreign 
incursions. On this special voyage aboard the M/V Akademik 
Ioffe, we too will set forth from this port and travel through a 
region offering an abundance of bird life, marine mammals, 
and fascinating landforms in addition to unique fishing and 
Celtic cultures. Beaches and lagoons provide ample viewing 
opportunities for shorebirds and as we cruise the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence we hope to see Humpback, Minke, and Blue Whales  
as well as Grey Seals and Harp Seals. At Bird Island, we’ll look for 
a concentration of Bald Eagles along the beaches. In Gaspé, we’ll 
see the famous Percé Rock and visit the internationally significant 
colony of charismatic Northern Gannets at Bonaventure. A bonus 
of this tour is a visit to Sable Island, home to the famous Sable 
Island Ponies and the almost exclusive nesting ground of the 
Ipswich Sparrow.

This is an area rich in wildlife and our onboard naturalists will be 
spotting, identifying and interpreting the flora and fauna that we 
encounter. As we sail, we will be accompanied by a Cape Breton 
fiddler and an East Coast musician presenting the musical culture 
of the small fishing communities. Join us on this circle-tour of this 
distinctive region in the heart of Canada’s Atlantic Coast!

We are travelling on board the 96-passenger Akademik Ioffe.  
For full ship details, please refer to page 58. 

TOUR LEADER
Aaron Lawton is the 
Expedition Leader on 
board the Akademik Ioffe. 
A graduate of UBC, Aaron 
has led expeditions in the 
Canadian Arctic for over a 
decade. Thousands of miles on the water have given 
him an appreciation and awareness for the subtle 
changes in the ocean due to local weather and global 
climate patterns as well as a deep understanding  
of the connectivity within our ecosystems.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Louisbourg, Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia
Day 2: Sable Island
Day 3: Bird Island and Englishtown 
Day 4: The Magdalen Islands
Day 5: Charlottetown
Day 6: Bonaventure Island and the Gaspé Peninsula
Day 7: Anticosti Island
Day 8: Gros Morne National Park
Day 9: François
Day 10: St-Pierre
Day 11: Louisbourg

INCLUDING SABLE ISLAND!

Humpback Whale
NEW 

BRUNSWICK

NEWFOUNDLAND

NOVA 
SCOTIA

Anticosti
Island

Percé

Halifax Sable
Island

Englishtown
Louisbourg

St. Pierre

St. John’s

Magdalen
Islands

Gros 
Morne NP

Francois
start
end

boat

Charlottetown,
P.E.I.
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“It was a great trip...
everything went well. 
Being on Sable Island 

was special.”
– Mac P., 2016 

traveller

Northern Gannet colony on Bonaventure Island
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Sable Island Horse

Gros Morne National Park

11 FOR OUR COMPLETE RANGE OF TOURS VISIT QUESTNATURETOURS.COM



Wild Labrador  
& the Torngat Mountains

DATES: July 15 – 25, 2017
COST: US$4495 – US$9495  
(depending on cabin type) + 5% GST 
Flight from Iqaluit to Ottawa: US$995 + 5% GST
GROUP SIZE: Our Quest Nature Tours group  
is on board a 92-passenger ship

The Labrador Coast represents one of the finest 
extents of wild coastline in Canada. This voyage of 
discovery allows us to experience this grandeur as we transit 
from temperate Cape Breton Island en route to the Arctic  
climes of Baffin Island. We’ll see an evolving landscape as  
the geology, vegetation, and wildlife change before us! And  
the wildlife viewing opportunities along our route will keep  
us in anticipation. We might find both the Black Bear and  
Polar Bear, various seals and whales, and many land and  
marine bird species. 

A particular highlight of our voyage is a visit to Torngat Mountains 
National Park – home to the highest mountains in Canada, east 
of the Rockies. This really is one of the jewels in the crown of the 
Canadian National Park network! It features breathtaking fjords, 
remnant glacial systems, and stunning landscapes. The rocky 
walls of nearby Nachvak Fjord soar almost 900 metres above 
 us as we sail up, on the lookout for Minke whales. 

Our expedition vessel is the perfect mobile wilderness lodge 
for exploring the remote bays and fjords of this spectacular 
wilderness as many locations can only be accessed by ship.  
A final highlight awaits us as we venture across Frobisher  
Bay to Monumental Island. This is small-ship wilderness 
expedition cruising at its best!

TOUR LEADER
Brian Ratcliff is a biological 
consultant and has worked 
extensively with species at 
risk. Brian will accompany 
our group of 12 or more 
travellers.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Louisbourg, Nova Scotia
Day 2: Gros Morne National Park, Newfoundland
Day 3: L’Anse-aux-Meadows, Newfoundland 
Day 4: Battle Harbour, Labrador
Day 5: Hopedale, Labrador
Day 6: Hebron, Labrador
Day 7: Torngat Mountains National Park, Labrador
Day 8: Nachvak Fjord, Labrador
Day 9: Button Islands, Nunavut
Day 10: Monumental Island, Nunavut
Day 11: Iqaluit, Nunavut

EXPLORING CANADA’S FORGOTTEN COAST

Exploring the Torngats

BRAND NEW
ITINERARY!

Battle
Harbour

Hopedale

NEWFOUNDLAND
& LABRADOR

Iqaluit
Monumental Island

Button
Islands

Gros
Morne

N.P.

L’Anse aux
Meadows

Red Bay

HebronTorngat 
Mountains

N.P.

Louisbourg
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In Search of Whoopers
DATES: October 5 – 9, 2017
COST: C$1695 + 5% GST and C$100 gratuities 
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 8 participants

The whisper of  
the prairie breeze  
is suddenly disturbed 
by a loud, bugle-like 
trumpeting as a family 
group of three Whooping 
Cranes, their wings beating 
slowly and deliberately, fly just 
above the horizon to reach the 
edge of the lake. The majestic 
Whooping Cranes, one of the 
rarest birds in North America 

and the recipients of intense conservation efforts for decades, 
have arrived from their breeding grounds in Wood Buffalo Park 
to feed and rest before continuing on to their wintering grounds 
in Texas. The area near Saskatoon is one of the most reliable 
areas on the continent to see the tallest bird in North America.

This is also the perfect time to observe one of the world’s best 
birding spectaculars: the fall waterfowl and shorebird migration. 
We’ll see snow-white Tundra Swans with two-metre wingspans 
and flocks of up to half-a-million Greater White-fronted, Snow, 
Canada, and Ross’s Geese on their way south from Arctic nesting 
grounds. The sonorous calls of the huge flocks of Sandhill Cranes 
will always attract our attention as they fly overhead to their 
nearby feeding grounds.  

This is a very special small group adventure, ideal for keen 
backcountry explorers. We’ll be checking the local birding hotline 
daily to keep abreast of the most up-to-date sightings and change 
our itinerary as locations are revealed. 

TOUR LEADER
A “Renaissance Man” with 
training as an actor, singer, 
visual artist, and teacher, 
Ian Shanahan has worked 
several years as a Seasonal 
Park Naturalist at Ontario’s 
Presqu’ile and Algonquin Provincial Parks. Most 
recently, Ian worked as Senior Park Naturalist  
at Algonquin, where he coordinated the park’s  
long-standing education programs. Ian led two  
very successful In Search of Whoopers tours in 2014!

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in Saskatoon, drive to Rice Lake
Day 2: Last Mountain Lake, Manitou Springs
Day 3: Quill Lakes, Humboldt 
Day 4: Diefenbaker Lake, Gardiner Dam
Day 5: Saskatoon and departure

PRAIRIE WATERFOWL AND WADER SPECTACULAR

Whooping Crane

Gardiner Dam

Saskatoon

Riverhurst

Humboldt

SASKATCHEWAN

Regina

van/bus
start
end
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Polar Bears of Churchill
DATES: October 27 – November 1, 2018
COST: Approx. C$4895 + 5% GST and C$100 gratuities
Includes round trip flights from Winnipeg. 
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 18 participants

Every autumn, Polar Bears gather on the shores  
of Hudson Bay while waiting for its surface to freeze  
over, impatiently milling about like passengers stranded at  
an airport. During this period, many of them concentrate in the 
Cape Churchill area, about 25 kilometres from the northern town 
of Churchill. As soon as the bay freezes, the bears will leave the 
tundra and move out onto the ice to hunt Ringed Seals. But until 
then, it is possible for us to view these largest of land carnivores 
at close range.

Our Polar Bear tour is based in Churchill, Manitoba, the  
“Polar Bear Capital of the World”, and includes the roundtrip 
flights from Winnipeg. We have reserved a Tundra Buggy® for 
two full days, so we can observe and photograph these great 
creatures in safety and comfort as they interact with one another. 
Our Churchill hosts and tour leader will provide keen play-by-
play insights into their behaviour and ecology while we watch. 
We’ll also visit the town of Churchill and explore the tundra  
along the coastline, always alert for wildlife such as Red and 
Arctic Foxes, Gray Jays, Gyrfalcon, Arctic Hares, and both the 
Willow and Rock Ptarmigan. 

We’ll be lodging at the Churchill Northern Studies Centre, which 
has recently completed a major new state-of-the-art facility in 
celebration of 35 years of research and education. During our 
stay we will interact with scientists working on a wide variety  
of projects. This tour is a fantastic introduction to the vastness 
 of Canada’s tundra!

TOUR LEADER
Dr. Martyn Obbard is 
a research scientist and 
the resident bear biologist 
with the Ontario Ministry 
of Natural Resources, and 
adjunct professor at Trent 
University (Peterborough, Ontario). He is a member 
of the IUCN-Species Survival Committee’s Polar Bear 
Specialist Group and was a Chair of the Canadian 
Federal/Provincial/ Territorial Polar Bear Technical 
Committee. His field work focuses on Polar Bears and 
Black Bears. He has visited Churchill many times and 
will be your perfect host on this tour of discovery.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Meet in Winnipeg
Day 2: Fly to Churchill, Cape Merry
Day 3: Tundra Buggy®, Polar Bears 
Day 4: Boreal Forest, Tundra Dog Sledding
Day 5: Tundra Buggy®, Polar Bears
Day 6: Depart Churchill and fly to Winnipeg

WILDLIFE OF CANADA’S NEAR NORTH

Polar Bears

Experience
the Tundra

Buggy!®

MANITOBA
Churchill

Hudson Bay

NUNAVUT

ONTARIO

(�ights to and 
from Winnipeg)
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Yukon & Alaska
DATES: June 18 – 30, 2018
COST: Approx. C$4350 + 5% GST and C$195 gratuities 
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 12 participants
NEXT DATES: June 18 – 30, 2020

We’ve timed our trip to this magnificent wilderness 
region for the long days of the northern midsummer, 
when wildflowers begin to carpet the alpine slopes, glacier-fed 
turquoise lakes gleam in deep valleys, and snow-covered peaks 
of imposing mountains loom on the horizon. We’ll be at the Arctic 
Circle on the day of the summer solstice to witness the midnight 
sun skimming along the horizon and be among the first to mark 
this event on the Arctic landscape. 

We’ll visit Kluane National Park in the southwest corner of the 
Yukon. This land of superlatives has the highest mountain in 
Canada and the most extensive non-polar ice fields in the world. 
As we explore the wilderness fringes of northern highways, with 
fabled names like Dempster, Klondike and Alaska, we’ll look for 
Moose browsing in the dense willow thickets, snow-white Dall 
Sheep feeding on alpine grasses high among mountain peaks, 
and Mountain Goats climbing the steep faces of the front ranges.
As we reach Tok, the gateway to Alaska, we’ll be on the lookout 
for Black and Grizzly Bears as they browse along the mountain 
slopes. With some luck, we may even spot the elusive Canada 
Lynx! Local birds will be at the height of their breeding activities.

We’ll spend a couple of nights in Skagway whence we’ll travel  
by train to White Pass Summit along sky-high trestles and amidst 
spectacular scenery. Our 2016 tour was a sell-out and we expect 
the 2018 tour to be popular too- don’t miss this opportunity!

TOUR LEADER
Gavan Watson is a 
third-generation naturalist 
and a second-generation 
Quest tour leader. While 
completing his PhD at 
York University in Ontario, 
he developed and taught a popular experiential 
natural history course. Now at Western University in 
London (Ontario), he works to enhance the quality 
of teaching and learning on campus. Gavan has led 
several of our Yukon & Alaska tours in the past.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in Whitehorse
Day 2: Drive to Dawson City
Day 3: Dawson and the gold creeks 
Day 4: Dempster Highway and the Midnight Sun
Day 5: Tombstone Territorial Park/Dawson
Day 6: Dawson City
Day 7: Top of the World Highway
Days 8 – 9: Tetlin NWR, Kluane National Park
Day 10: Coast at Haines, ferry to Skagway
Day 11: White Pass Summit 
Day 12: Return to Whitehorse
Day 13: Depart Whitehorse

LAND OF THE MIDNIGHT SUN

Skagway, Alaska
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Panama with Ontario Nature
DATES: October 25 – November 2, 2016
COST: US$2995 + taxes and gratuities US$225
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 14 participants

Ontario Nature is pleased to be working with Quest 
Nature Tours again to provide you with another fascinating 
wildlife discovery: a visit to Panama. Here we will find what may 
be the most accessible experience of nature in the New World 
tropics, allowing us to enjoy a wonderful immersion experience 
of the habitats and wildlife. In particular, the tour will serve as 
a fantastic introduction to the birds and mammals of Central 
America, in addition to herptiles, butterflies, and a tremendously 
varied flora. We’ll visit habitats typical of the Caribbean slope,  
the drier Pacific coast, and the highlands in between. 

Our tour coincides with the fall bird migration period when 
hundreds of thousands of birds of prey and many more 
songbirds are travelling through Panama en-route to points 
farther south. On good days, we could see flights of thousands  
of raptors as they pass right overhead! We’ll be staying at just 
one lodge for the entire tour – the world-famous Canopy  
Tower – which offers a fantastic base for exploring nature  
in the Canal Zone. One can literally watch wildlife outside  
one’s room window! We’ll have the opportunity for plenty  
of discovery at a relaxing pace. 

Quest Nature Tours is directing proceeds from this tour directly 
into Ontario Nature’s Nature Guardians Program. Join Caroline 
Schultz and Ontario Nature supporters and friends in October 
2016 to experience the wonders of Panama on this journey  
of discovery!

TOUR LEADER
Caroline Schultz is  
the Executive Director at 
Ontario Nature. Caroline  
has directed Ontario 
Nature’s programs and 
operations since 2005. 
Caroline previously served as conservation director 
for the Canadian Nature Federation for 10 years, 
leading the organization’s national advocacy,  
science and stewardship programs. 

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in Panama
Day 2: Birding the Semaphore Hill Road and the 
“Ammo Dump Ponds”
Day 3: Pipeline Road and Panama Rainforest 
Discovery Center 
Day 4: Raptor Migration
Day 5: Exploring the Canal
Day 6: Plantation Trail and Summit Gardens
Day 7: The Caribbean Coast
Day 8: The Highlands
Day 9: Depart Panama

DISCOVERING WILDLIFE IN THE HEART OF CENTRAL AMERICA

Wildlife viewing from Canopy Tower

Panama City

PANAMA

COLOMBIA

COSTA RICA

Caribbean Sea

Paci�c Ocean

SINGLE
LODGE
STAY!LIMITED

AVAILABILITY!

17 FOR OUR COMPLETE RANGE OF TOURS VISIT QUESTNATURETOURS.COM



Best of Cuba
DATES: November 23 – December 8, 2016
COST: US$3295 + taxes and gratuities US$400
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 16 participants
NEXT DATES: February 8 – 23, 2017

We’ve been visiting Cuba for over 30 years  
and we’ve developed this tour based on the best 
locations for experiencing what makes this largest 
and most unspoiled island in the Greater Antilles 
special. We explore unique natural areas in search of unusual 
wildlife, including the world’s smallest bird and the Northern 
Hemisphere’s smallest frog.

In the mountainous western province of Pinar del Río, we’ll  
visit a number of UNESCO Biosphere Reserves, including Viñales 
National Park with its distinctive karst landscape. We then visit 
the renowned Zapata Peninsula, an area of flooded woodland 
and salt marshes home to a large number of birds, fish, and 
amphibians. We expect to find many of Cuba’s endemic birds 
here, as well as migrating waders and shorebirds. Our visit  
to Las Salinas, a set of remote salt flats supporting flamingos, 
storks, and various herons and shorebirds is always a highlight.

On the way to our mountain retreat in the beautiful Sierra 
del Escambray, we’ll explore the little-changed colonial town 
of Trinidad. Our nature walks will take us through tall pine 
forests and the lush fern-clad undergrowth that cover the 
mountainsides. We’ll also spend time among the cays on  
the north coast in the beautiful Jardines del Rey. We end 
with a tour of Old Havana, which is slowly being restored  
to its original grandeur.

TOUR LEADER
Geoff Carpentier (Nov. ‘16)
See bio on page 30. 
Josh Vandermeulen 
(Feb. 2017) is a professional 
field biologist and an active 
and well-known member of 
Ontario’s naturalist community. Well-versed in Cuba’s 
wildlife, Josh identified Cuba’s first-ever Townsend’s 
Warbler during the 2015 tour!

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in Havana
Days 2 – 3: Viñales National Park
Day 4: La Güira National Park 
Day 5: Sierra del Rosario
Days 6 – 8: Zapata National Park
Day 9: Trinidad
Day 10: Escambray Mountains
Day 11: Cayo Las Brujas
Day 12: Jardines del Rey Archipelago
Day 13: Cayo Santa María
Day 14: Santa Clara / Havana
Day 15: Old Havana
Day 16: Depart Havana

FROM THE VIÑALES VALLEY TO THE ESCAMBRAY MOUNTAINS

Cuban Trogon, a signature Cuban endemic

~
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Cuba’s East
DATES: February 24 – March 10, 2017
COST:  Approx. US$3595 + taxes and gratuities US$350
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 14 participants

Our tour of Eastern Cuba will be a voyage of 
discovery into a little-visited part of the Caribbean. 
Here we’ll find a land of verdant mountains, rich swamplands, 
tropical rainforests, and inviting secluded beaches off the beaten 
path of mass tourism.
 
Among the highlights will be our visit to Alejandro von  
Humboldt National Park – a biodiversity hotbed of  
international significance – replete with a wealth of endemic 
plant life. We’ll see the famous El Yunque, a mountain described 
in the accounts of one Christopher Columbus. We’ll discover 
an eclectic variety of habitats from sub-tropical mountainsides 
with tall pine forests and lush ferny undergrowth, to mountain 
rainforests, cool temperate zones, and even arid coastal desert. 
Giant ferns and delicate orchids thrive in one area, and succulent 
cacti in another! We’ll see many of Cuba’s endemic birds along 
with our familiar North American breeding warblers and other 
birds overwintering here. As we walk along mountain trails  
we’ll also be on the lookout for some of Cuba’s endemic 
herptiles, rare herbaceous plants, and a variety of trees with 
peculiar fruits. Along our travels we’ll take a bit of time to visit 
vibrant Santiago de Cuba, the oldest colonial city in Cuba and 
once its capital, and whose fort looms ponderously over the 
Caribbean Sea. 

Cuba has long provided a multifaceted experience to curious 
travellers. Join us this time as we discover and experience the 
special habitats of Cuba’s East.

This tour can be combined with our Best of Cuba February departure.

TOUR LEADER
Gavan Watson is a 
third-generation naturalist 
and a second-generation 
Quest tour leader. While 
completing his PhD at  
York University in Ontario, 
he developed and taught a popular experiential  
natural history course. Now at Western University  
in London (Ontario), he works to enhance the quality 
of teaching and learning on campus. Gavan has led  
a variety of Quest tours in the past at both tropical  
and temperate latitudes.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in Holguín
Day 2: To Baracoa
Days 3 – 4: Baracoa, Alejandro von Humboldt N.P.
Days 5 – 7: Baconao National Park
Day 8: Chivirico via Santiago de Cuba
Day 9: Chivirico
Days 10 – 11: El Saltón
Days 12 – 13: Gran Parque Nacional Sierra Maestra
Day 14: Return to Holguín
Day 15: Depart

A WELL-KEPT SECRET

Cuban Emerald Hummingbird

Holguin

Baracoa

Santiago 
de Cuba

Chivirico
El Saltón

Bayamo

Santo Domingo

CUBA
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Costa Rica & the Panama Canal
DATES: February 15 – 25, 2017
COST: US$6295 – US$8295 (depending on cabin type)   
+ taxes and gratuities at Canopy Tower US$75
GROUP SIZE: Our Quest Nature Tours group of  
12-18 travellers is on board a 64-passenger ship  
for the expedition cruise.
NEXT DATES: February 19 – March 1, 2019

The narrow link of land that connects North and 
South America is a treasured and unique part of  
the world. This likewise unique tour will allow you to discover 
some of the region’s most interesting natural features. We start 
at Panama’s world-famous Canopy Tower, a hilltop forest lodge 
whence we can enjoy outstanding views of wildlife and forays 
into the Canal Zone’s wildlife hotspots.  
 
We then board the comfortable M.V. Safari Voyager, which offers 
another dimension to our discoveries. With unparalleled access 
to the wildlife and landscapes of this region, we journey from 
Panama’s Caribbean Coast to Costa Rica’s Pacific Coast and  
enjoy an exceptional blend of land and water activities. Our 
transit through the Panama Canal aboard our small ship is 
particularly memorable. 

Watch Geoffroy’s Tamarins and White-faced Capuchins  
cavorting in the canopy and colourful toucans, trogons, and 
motmots posing in the foliage. Stroll on shorelines dotted with 
tiny coves and beautiful white sand beaches, nesting grounds 
for Leatherback, Hawksbill, and Olive Ridley Turtles. See raucous 
Scarlet Macaws streaming overhead. Snorkel over expansive 
coral reefs teeming with strikingly colourful fish and paddle 
through brilliant Pacific waters in sea kayaks. Meet Panama’s 
indigenous Emberá people, who maintain their distinct identity.

We’re at the Canopy Tower and aboard the 64-passenger  
M.V. Safari Voyager with activities specially arranged for our group. 
We’ll enjoy a true insider’s experience of Panama and Costa Rica.

TOUR LEADER
Jean Iron is Ontario’s 
best-known birder and 
an expert naturalist. Her 
infectious enthusiasm, keen 
attention to detail and her 
natural teaching abilities all 
contribute to a wonderful experience. 

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in Panama City
Day 2: Explore Canopy Tower and Chagres River
Day 3: Fort San Lorenzo and Gatún Locks 
Day 4: Boat Tour of Canal, Emberá Village  
and board M/V Safari Voyager
Day 5: Gulf of Panama Islands (Islas Las Perlas)
Day 6: Granito de Oro, Coiba National Park, Panama
Day 7: Golfo Dulce
Day 8: Corcovado National Park
Day 9: Manuel Antonio National Park
Day 10: Curú National Wildlife Refuge / Isla Tortuga
Day 11: Disembarkation and San José, Depart

THE WILDLIFE OF CENTRAL AMERICA BY LAND AND SEA 

Manuel Antonio National Park
Paci�c 
Ocean

COSTA RICA

NICARAGUA

PANAMA
Panama 

City

Islas Las
Perlas

Coiba N.P.
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Dulce

Colón

Corcovado 
N.P.

Manuel
Antonio

N.P.

Curú
NWR

LIMITED
AVAILABILITY!

20                        FOR THE DETAILED ITINERARY CALL 1-800-387-1483 OR EMAIL TRAVEL@WORLDWIDEQUEST.COM



Keel-billed Toucan seen from
the Canopy Tower’s deck

Our Vessel

The 64-passenger M/V Safari 
Voyager is designed to showcase the 
magnificent natural surroundings 
with a window-lined lounge offering 
sweeping 270° views and four public 
decks including a spacious upper 
sun deck. Refurbished in 2015, all 
staterooms offer private bath, wide 
panoramic windows, air-conditioning, 
and full amenities.

White-faced Capuchin
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Belize & Tikal
DATES: March 2 – March 13, 2017
COST: US$4295 + taxes and gratuities US$300
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 14 participants
NEXT DATES: February, 2019

Belize is one of the most interesting tropical  
nature travel destinations. This tiny country harbours  
the great density and diversity of fauna and flora that one  
might expect of Central America but – what’s more – its  
settings are enigmatic and particularly memorable.

We’ve specially designed an itinerary to maximize our  
enjoyment of various points of interest here. We’ll travel 
by boat up the New River to extensive wetlands with large 
numbers of wading and water birds such as the Jabiru stork 
and the Morelet’s Crocodile. We’ll photograph orchids and 
other abundant flora along trailsides. We’ll watch for toucans, 
motmots, woodcreepers, parrots, hummingbirds, and monkeys 
among the ruins of Mayan cities, including the fabled Tikal in 
nearby Guatemala. Here the dense forest conceals more than  
50 impressive structures in addition to providing excellent habitat 
for such denizens as the flamboyant Ocellated Turkey. The pace 
of this tour is relaxed and affords the opportunity  
to fully experience our surroundings.

On this tour we are joined by our Belizean naturalist with deep 
roots in the Maya culture who will add an extra dimension to our 
understanding and appreciation of this region. An extension to 
the beautiful South Water Caye is available.

TOUR LEADER
Sherry Kirkvold is an 
interpretive naturalist who 
has worked in the provincial, 
national, and regional park 
systems in British Columbia, 
as Curator of Natural History 
at the Vancouver Museum, and at the Royal BC 
Museum. She has previously led many Quest tours, 
including Honduras, Costa Rica, and Cuba. Sherry  
led our last, very successful tour to Belize and Tikal.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in Belize City
Day 2: Lamanai Maya Site
Day 3: Crooked Tree Wildlife Sanctuary 
Day 4: Black Rock
Day 5: Rio on Pools, Butterfly Farm
Day 6: Xunantunich
Day 7: To Tikal
Day 8: Tikal site and wildlife
Day 9: Lake District, Pook’s Hill
Day 10: Pook’s Hill, Barton’s Cave
Day 11: Blue Hole National Park
Day 12: Belize City and departure
Optional Extension: South Water Caye

EXCEPTIONAL WILDLIFE AND MAYA RUINS

Yucatán Black Howler Monkey

Crooked 
Tree
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Emerald Toucanet

Ocelot

Tikal
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Trinidad & Tobago
DATES: March 3 – 12, 2017
COST: US$3695 + taxes and gratuities US$250    
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 14 participants
NEXT DATES: February 22 – March 2, 2018

Our travellers always enjoy the islands of Trinidad 
and Tobago. In fact, those who go as self-described “non-
birders” usually return as ’converts’…and it’s easy to understand 
why. With a strong South American influence, the bird life here is 
astonishingly varied yet quite visible, making for an excellent and 
relaxed introduction to Neotropical birding. We could observe 
over 200 bird species during this trip!

The world-renowned Asa Wright Nature Centre is our base on 
Trinidad. Located in an idyllic forest setting, it simply teems with 
birds and you might see 20-30 bird species before breakfast. 
During our stay on Trinidad, we’ll observe the Scarlet Ibises  
at their famous evening roost at Caroni Swamp, see the highly 
unusual Oilbird, and journey from the lowlands to the mountains 
in search of the gaudy Ruby-topaz Hummingbird, Moriche Oriole, 
and many others.

We then fly to Tobago, a smaller island with special attractions of 
its own. There will be excellent swimming and snorkelling in the 
aquamarine waters and a boat trip to the seabird island of Little 
Tobago where we’ll watch striking Red-billed Tropicbirds fly along 
the cliff faces and Brown Boobies skim the water’s surface.

If you’re looking for a special treat, join us on our next tour to the 
sunny and warm islands of Trinidad and Tobago. 

TOUR LEADER
Glenn Barrett works  
as a Wildlife Technician  
for Environment Canada  
and is a keen naturalist  
and published photographer.  
He is also a former President  
of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club and has worked 
extensively in outdoor education programming for a 
number of institutions. Glenn has led several tours to 
Cuba and Galapagos and will be delighted to explore 
this new patch of the New World Tropics with you.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in Port of Spain
Day 2: Aripo Savannah / Arena Forest
Day 3: Blanchisseuse
Day 4: Nariva Swamp
Day 5: Dunstan Cave
Day 6: Caroni Marsh
Day 7: Fly to Tobago, Grafton Sanctuary
Day 8: Little Tobago Island
Day 9: Gilpin Trace
Day 10: Depart Tobago

Caroni Swamp
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Red-billed TropicbirdSnowy Egret at Nariva Swamp
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Costa Rica
DATES: March 1 – 11, 2017
COST: US$3795 + taxes and gratuities US$275
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 12 participants

The pulse of life beats faster in the tropics. For a  
dweller of northern latitudes, a visit to Tropical America is like  
an awakening of sorts. A commonly heard phrase upon one’s 
first visit is “there is just so much life everywhere.” Costa Rica  
is an ideal ‘first ambassador’ for this region, owing to its success 
in showcasing the surprising abundance of diversity within  
a small country. 

On this tour, we venture from the country’s Central Valley  
down the Caribbean foothills into the eastern lowlands; cross 
the Continental Divide to Carara National Park in the Pacific 
lowlands and the wetlands of the dry northwest; ascend to 
cloud forests, and climb even farther up into the stark páramo 
above the tree line. By visiting so many unique ecoregions, the 
landscape will always be changing, and the cast of animals  
and plants will change with it. 

The attendant (and substantial) diversity of bird life will be 
readily apparent as we explore. Standouts will include macaws, 
toucans, trogons, motmots, tanagers, hummingbirds, antbirds, 
and manakins. Butterflies are similarly impressive, with slick 
Heliconius and giant blue Morphos catching our attention. 
Though more secretive or cryptic, we can expect to encounter 
numerous interesting mammals, reptiles, and amphibians, 
especially on our exciting night walks. From the captivating 
beauty of a Resplendent Quetzal to the subtlety of a tiny  
orchid clinging to life in the canopy of a fallen rainforest  
tree, this will be an invigorating experience for the senses.

TOUR LEADER
Ian Shanahan  
worked four years as a 
Seasonal Park Naturalist  
at Algonquin Park, including 
a stint as the Park’s Senior 
Naturalist. In 2012, Ian 
spent six weeks at the Caño Palma Biological Station 
assisting with bird, mammal, and herptile surveying 
and developing an extensive knowledge of the 
country’s abundant biodiversity.

QUEST FOR THE QUETZAL

Celestial blue waterfall

BRAND NEW
ITINERARY!

van/bus
start
end

San José
La Selva

Tapantí N.P.

Los Quetzales N.P.

Braulio Carrillo N.P.

Carara N.P.

COSTA RICA

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in San José
Day 2: Travel to La Selva via Poas-Varablanca-
Cinchona 
Day 3: Exploring La Selva 
Day 4: Pacific lowlands via Braulio Carillo N.P.
Day 5: Visiting Carara National Park and Gran  
Río Tárcoles
Day 6: Hacienda Solimar
Day 7: Travel to highlands via Hacienda Barú
Days 8 – 9: Los Quetzales National Park
Day 10: To San José via Tapanti National Park
Day 11: Depart San José
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Resplendent QuetzalGreen Basilisk

Tortoise Beetle
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PERU

BRAZIL

COLOMBIA

Iquitos

Río Ucayali

Sapote Creek
Pacaya-Samiria Reserve, 
Ranger Station 2

Pacaya-Samiria Reserve

Rio Pacaya 

Yarapa River 

The Amazon Rainforest 
DATES: February 23 – March 3, 2018
COST: US$5995 to US$6395 (depending on cabin type)
+ taxes and gratuities US$275  Includes internal flights.
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 28 participants
NEXT DATES: 2020

TOUR LEADER
Jean Iron is a past 
president of the Ontario 
Field Ornithologists 
and recipient of their 
Distinguished Ornithologist 
Award. A retired school 
principal, she is active writing for nature publications 
and participating in wildlife surveys. She is a veteran 
tour leader of Central and South America and will  
be your perfect host on this Amazonian adventure.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in Lima
Day 2: Fly to Iquitos, board M/V Estrella Amazonica
Day 3: Amazon tributaries near the junction of the 
Río Marañon and Ucayali 
Days 4 – 5: Amazon River / Río Ucayali
Day 6: Dorado and/or Zapote Creek
Day 7: Travel up the Río Marañon
Day 8: Río Marañon above Nauta
Day 9: Disembark in Iquitos, fly to Lima, depart

AN EXPEDITION VOYAGE TO REMOTE UPPER AMAZONIA

Giant Water-lily

The fabled Amazon rainforest is a place where 
lines are blurred. Mighty rivers and their tributaries not 
only interweave the megadiverse forests but also invade large 
tracts during “high water”, creating a unique mosaic of habitats. 
We invite you aboard our exclusively chartered 28-passenger 
expedition vessel to discover the great diversity and beauty  
of these habitats and their resident wildlife on a journey  
we’ve tailored especially for Quest Expeditioners. 

From our meeting point at Lima, we’ll fly over the Andes  
to Iquitos, a surprisingly sophisticated city that has no roads  
to the outside world. Here we’ll board La Estrella Amazonica, 
and sail upstream on the Amazon and along the Pacaya-Samiria 
Reserve, wedged between two important Amazon tributaries.

We’ll skirt past the buttressed trunks of trees that tower like 
rocket ships and hone in on many fantastic and colourful birds, 
watch for monkeys and sloths, and see orchids and bromeliads 
clinging to the limbs of overhanging trees. We’ll watch for the 
spectacular Giant Water-lily and Pink River Dolphins in the  
waters below, and anticipate the possibility of spotting the  
Harpy Eagle, one of the world’s fiercest predators. 

Several times daily and on some nights too, we will walk in the 
forest or use specially designed excursion boats to investigate 
tributaries and lagoons that radiate off the main river. Our 
excursions are accompanied by local expert naturalists with 
vast knowledge of the rainforest. They will complement our 
experience by providing evening presentations on the region’s 
history, geography, and wildlife in air-conditioned comfort.
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Book by  
March 1, 2017 
 to receive your  
complimentary  

field guide

Wattled JacanaSquirrel Monkey

Our Vessel

The 28-passenger La Estrella 
Amazonica is chartered exclusively  
for our Quest group. Well-suited 
for our river expedition, she’s 139ft. 
long with a sun canopy-covered 
observation deck and private 
balconies for all guests. Excursion 
boats offer cushioned open seating 
down both sides allowing you to 
move around for the best view. 
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The Galapagos Islands
DATES: November 2 – 12, 2016
COST: US$5995 + taxes and gratuities US$275
Includes 2 internal flights!.
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 15 participants
NEXT DATES: February 8 – 18, 2017 (sold out!),
November 5 – 15, 2017
COST: US$6045 + taxes and gratuities US$275

On a Quest Galapagos voyage, you’ll enjoy the 
distinctive touches that only a custom small-ship 
charter can create. Our Quest leader and Galapagos 
naturalist guide are on board to lead island walks and talks  
as we set sail to discover these remarkable islands, skirting  
past dozing Galapagos Sea Lions and nesting Blue-footed  
and Red-footed Boobies, snorkeling among beautiful fish, 
and admiring the towering Giant Prickly Pear cacti.

As Charles Darwin did almost 200 years before us, we’ll 
marvel at the wonderfully strange creatures, many of which 
are found nowhere else. The Galapagos are a living museum 
of evolutionary change and we’ll appreciate this ever more as 
we travel from one island to the next. The creatures behave 
indifferently to us as though we are but a passing interest, 
allowing us to observe them up close as they engage in their 
courtship, grooming, feeding, and parental behaviours.

We’ll see huge Galapagos Tortoises grazing in the lush 
highlands and Marine Iguanas trudging on volcanic shorelines. 
Tiny Galapagos Penguins dart through the waters before us, 
while frigatebirds patrol the skies above. We’ll have many 
opportunities for close-up study and photography! 
 
Our Galapagos private yacht expedition remains one of our  
most highly rated tours and is consistently our travellers’  
“trip of a lifetime”. 

TOUR LEADER
Pete Read (Nov. ‘16)  
See bio on page 34.

Geoff Carpentier  
(Nov. ‘17) is an accomplished  
field biologist, Past-President  
of the Ontario Field Ornithologists 
and retired from the Canadian Ministry  
of the Environment. 

DARWIN’S ENCHANTED ISLES

Male Great Frigatebird displaying 

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in Quito
Day 2: Quito City Tour
Day 3: Flight to Baltra, embark the Beluga 
Days 4 – 9: Explore the Galapagos Islands 
Day 10: Turtle Cove, fly to Quito
Day 11: Depart Quito
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“The Galapagos  

seems a perennial 

source of new things.”

— Charles Darwin

Galapagos Giant Tortoise

Blue-footed Booby

Our Vessel

We charter the M/Y Beluga  
exclusively for our Quest group.  
This steel-hulled motor yacht is  
33.5 metres long, accommodating  
16 passengers and 8 crew. She travels 
at a speed of 12 knots, allowing us  
to get to 8 islands comfortably during 
our 8-day expedition cruise. She is 
well-appointed with comfortable 
private cabins and ample lounge  
and observation deck space. 
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Highlights of Southern Peru
DATES: October 15 – 26, 2017
COST: US$5750 + taxes and gratuities US$300  
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 12 participants
NEXT DATES: October, 2019

Peru is one of the world’s exceptional countries  
in terms of biodiversity. We’ll discover its great variety  
as we visit Peru’s coastal areas, its luxuriant Amazon basin  
in the interior, as well as the Andean highlands running  
through its centre.

We’ll begin in the Lima area as we discover interesting nooks 
in the desert environment. Along the coast at Lomas de Lachay 
we’ll explore an unusual landscape of lushly vegetated hillsides 
nestled in the desert. We’ll stay at a world-class Amazon 
rainforest lodge nestled in the renowned Tambopata Reserve. 
Through walks and boat rides, we’ll enjoy our searches for  
the many birds, mammals, herptiles, and butterflies, not  
to mention the flora.

We’ll then move up into the Andes where we’ll enjoy a 
 number of excursions to habitats with their own particular bird 
life and flora. Here we’ll visit a select number of cultural sites that 
showcase the intrinsic interest of this rugged landscape. Among 
such visits will be the fabled lost city of Machu Picchu, where 
we’ll wander amongst the enigmatic stone ruins. 

To complement your experience, consider our optional post-trip 
extension to the ethereal Salar de Uyuni in next-door Bolivia. 
Volcanoes, geysers, flamingos, wild Vicuñas, Andean Fox, and 
red and green lagoons inhabit the otherworldly landscapes  
of the vast salt flats.   

TOUR LEADER
Josh Vandermeulen  
is a professional field  
biologist and an active  
and well-known member 
of Ontario’s naturalist 
community. Josh has a strong 
interest in the wildlife and unique habitats  
in South America, and has recently completed  
intensive birding trips throughout Colombia,  
Chile, and Argentina.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in Lima
Day 2: Explore the Lima area 
Day 3: Lomas de Lachay 
Day 4: Tambopata Reserve
Days 5 – 6: Sandoval 
Day 7: Tambopata, Sacred Valley
Day 8: Chinchero, Huaypo, Maras
Day 9: Pumamarca, Ollantaytambo
Day 10: To Machu Picchu
Day 11: Aguas Calientes, Cusco
Day 12: Cusco, departure
Optional Extension: Salt flats of Bolivia

THE ANDES, THE AMAZON AND THE COAST

Hoatzin

ECUADOR

PERU

BOLIVIA

BRAZIL

Lomas de Lachay

Paci�c
Ocean

Lima

Cusco

Tambopata/
Sandoval Lake

Machu Picchu

plane

train
start
end

van/bus
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Machu Picchu

Brown Capuchin Salar de Uyuni, largest salt flat in the world in Bolivia
(extension only)

Book by  
November 1, 2016 

 to receive your  
complimentary  

field guide
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Brazil
DATES: October 12 – October 25, 2018
COST:  Approx. US$5595 + taxes and gratuities $325  
Includes 3 internal flights.
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 12 participants
NEXT DATES: October 12 – 25, 2010

We’ve designed this tour to provide the essential 
experience of the most interesting central and 
southern Brazilian habitats. We start in the Atlantic Forest 
at the fantastic Itatiaia National Park near Rio. Here we’ll explore 
luxuriant habitats and be on the lookout for monkeys and the 
over 350 bird species amidst wonderful tree ferns and orchids.

At the heart of our tour will be the Pantanal, the world’s largest 
freshwater wetland complex. Here we’ll find what may be the 
greatest concentration of conspicuous wildlife on the continent. 
We’ll visit both the northern and southern Pantanal. Each day 
we’ll take drives and boat rides with the hope of seeing some 
of Brazil’s “Big Five” mammals including the Giant Otter, Giant 
Anteater, and – although a sighting can’t be guaranteed – Jaguar, 
which we’ve seen and photographed regularly on recent trips 
and we think we have an excellent chance of observing again! 
We’ll also be able to appreciate a wealth of bird life include the 
emblematic Hyacinth Macaw and Greater Rhea, South America’s 
answer to Africa’s ostriches.  
 
We’ll complement our time on the Pantanal with a jaunt in the 
savanna-like cerrado and montane habitats at Caraça, a heavenly 
setting where we have the best chance in Brazil of seeing the 
Maned Wolf, South America’s signature canine.

To augment the experiences on this tour, we are offering a  
post-trip extension to the fabulous Iguazu Falls where more  
great discoveries await. Our October 2016 sold out quickly.  
Join Pete Read in 2018 for what promises to be an experience  
of a lifetime!

TOUR LEADER
Pete Read is an educator 
and expert interpretive 
naturalist who has travelled 
extensively worldwide.  
He had previously led  
two successful Quest  
tours in Brazil. 

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in Rio de Janeiro
Days 2 – 4: Itatiaia National Park
Day 5: To Pantanal via São Paulo
Days 6 – 8: North Pantanal Lodges
Days 9 – 10: South Pantanal
Day 11: To Caraça via Belo Horizonte
Day 12: Caraça Monastery
Day 13: Caraça, return to Belo Horizonte
Day 14: Depart Belo Horizonte
Optional Extension: Iguazu Falls

THE PANTANAL, THE ATLANTIC FOREST, AND THE CERRADO

Yacaré Caimans

Rio de 
Janeiro

São Paulo

North 
Pantanal

Itatiaia N.P.

BOLIVIA

BRAZIL

PARAGUAY

ARGENTINA

URUGUAY

Iguazu Falls

Atlantic
Ocean

van/bus
start
end

Caraça
Belo HorizonteCuiabá

plane

South Pantanal
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Hyacinth Macaw feeding on a palm nut

Jaguar

Pantanal wetlands

Book by  
June 1, 2017 

 to receive your  
complimentary  

field guide
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Iceland
DATES: June 27 – July 7, 2017
COST:  Approx. C$6695 + taxes and gratuities C$275 
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 14 participants
NEXT DATES: June 2018

As we travel around Iceland, we’ll see the vast 
wilderness, jagged coastlines, rugged mountains, 
spouting geysers, and towering glaciers for which 
this young island nation is known. But while the moniker 
“Land of Fire and Ice” is apt, it doesn’t begin to cover Iceland’s 
spectacular natural attractions.

We’ll observe the largest concentrations of breeding ducks 
 in Europe at Mývatn. We’ll search for Humpback Whales on  
our special excursion at Eyjafjörður. At the geothermal area  
of Hveravellír we’ll dip our feet (or take the plunge) in the  
multi-coloured pools. Near Vík we’ll walk the striking black 
volcanic beach and encounter Atlantic Puffins and Black-legged 
Kittiwakes as they swirl about the looming cliffs nearby. And  
all throughout, we’ll be regaled by colourful Arctic and European 
boreal wildflowers at their peak and exceptionally close views  
of shorebirds. 

We’ll have unequalled opportunities to view and photograph 
the jagged mountains, barren lava fields, spectacular waterfalls, 
steaming geothermal springs, and boiling mud pits of this 
volcanic island. Home to Europe’s largest glacier, Iceland is also, 
in terms of recent volcanic activity, one of the hottest places on 
the planet. A warm niche in a cold corner of the planet, Iceland  
is the quintessential nature travel experience.

TOUR LEADER
Jean Iron is a past 
president of the Ontario 
Field Ornithologists (OFO) 
and retired school principal, 
and is active writing for 
nature publications and 
participating in Wildlife Surveys for the Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources. In 2016 Jean received 
OFO’s Distinguished Ornithologist award. Jean has led 
multiple Quest tours to Iceland and will be delighted 
to enhance your enjoyment of this special place.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in Reykjavík
Days 2 – 3: Snæfellsnes 
Day 4: Boat Trip at Flatey Island
Day 5: Eyjafjördur
Day 6: Lake Mývatn and area
Day 7: Hrísey Island
Day 8: Interior of Iceland, Gullfoss, Hveravellír
Day 9: Eyjafjallajökull Volcano, Mýrdalsjökull, Vík
Day 10: Þingvellir, Stokkseyri
Day 11: Blue Lagoon, depart Reykjavík

MORE THAN FIRE AND ICE

Heath-spotted Orchid against Kirkjufell  © Ian Shanahan

Thingvellir

Lake Myvatn

Gullfoss

Book by  
November 1, 2016 

 to receive your  
complimentary  

field guide
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Spain in Spring
DATES: April 14 – April 28, 2018
COST: Approx. US$5395 + taxes and gratuities US$350 
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 14 participants

There is no country in the Mediterranean that  
offers such a wealth of stunning scenery, diverse 
natural habitats, ancient hilltop villages, and superb bird 
watching as Spain. For two weeks, we’ll travel the entire length 
of this sun-drenched land, from a vantage point near Gibraltar 
where the Moroccan coastline is only fourteen kilometres away, 
across the vast open plains of Extremadura where Great Bustards 
still gather and Spanish Imperial Eagles soar overhead, to the 
lofty heights of the Pyrenees Mountains.

We’ll visit some of Spain’s renowned nature reserves at a time 
when Europe’s bird activity is in full swing and the wildflowers 
are painting the countryside in colourful hues. We’ll stop at a 
raptor migration viewpoint at Tarifa to see dozens, and possibly 
hundreds, of raptors as they cross the Strait of Gibraltar to the 
Spanish coast. We’ll see Greater Flamingos and a variety of 
waterfowl and waders at the world-famous Coto Doñana.  
In the Cork Oak forests of the south we’ll be able to see the 
very source of cork while listening for the clamour of Eurasian 
Cuckoos, Wood Pigeons, and other resident birds. We’ll  
also explore the Belén Steppes, Monfragüe National Park,  
and Pyrenean alpine habitats, stronghold of the  
peculiar Wallcreeper. 

The beautiful landscape will be studded with magnificent 
fortified villages and towns and their cathedrals, churches,  
and castles, lending a very particular medieval feel. Past 
travellers have rated the birding on this trip as ‘awesome’.

TOUR LEADER
Josh Vandermeulen  
is a professional field 
biologist and an active 
and well-known member 
of Ontario’s naturalist 
community. He regularly 
travels the province and the world with a special 
interest in herptiles and birds, and is an emerging 
wildlife photographer. Josh led our successful 2016 
Spain tour which yielded many wonderful sightings.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive Málaga
Day 2: Los Alcornocales N.P.
Day 3: Tarifa raptor migration 
Day 4: Seville Pyrenees, Toledo
Days 5 – 6: Coto Doñana Nature Reserve 
Day 7: Sierra de Aracena Nature Reserve
Day 8: Monfragüe N.P., Trujillo
Day 9: Santa María de Magasca
Day 10: Gredos to Torla
Day 11 – 12: Ordesa N.P.
Day 13: Return to Madrid
Day 14: Depart

RAPTORS, FLAMINGOS, FLOWERS, AND THE PYRENEES

White Stork

Torla

train

Sierra de Gredos
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On the Edge of the Carpathians
DATES: May 28 – June 7, 2018
COST: Approx. C$4295 + taxes and gratuities  
C$275 
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 14 participants

We’re excited to venture into the historic ‘Heart 
of Europe’ for this tour that showcases this land’s 
unexpected natural highlights at a most pleasant 
time of year. We’ll visit steppe lakes, idyllic prairie reserves, 
and oak forests where we’ll enjoy the various specialty birds, 
mammals, wildflowers, and more. 

After a day in the imperial capital city of Vienna, we’ll visit 
Neusiedler See, the largest steppe lake in Europe. Our lodge  
is located in the centre of the national park, and we’ll look for a 
range of waterfowl, raptors, and wading birds. In the past, we’ve 
been successful in seeing the courtship of male Great Bustards 
engaging in their “foambath” displays! A regional highlight will  
be our visit to an active colony of beautiful European Bee-eaters. 

At the Devínska Kobyla Nature Reserve we’ll find some of the 
finest regional flowers in full bloom. In Moravia, we’ll visit the 
grounds of the neo-Gothic castle in Lednice. We’ll be staying  
for three nights in the highly-rated Hraniční Chateau Hotel  
while we explore this region, also known for its fine wines.

After touring the White Carpathian meadows, we‘ll arrive in  
the lake region of Třeboň, a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. We’ll 
find a network of medieval waterways where White-tailed Eagles 
are found. Folk architecture prevails in the countryside and town 
gates, castles, and ancient fortifications abound. Our journey 
ends with two days in Prague, considered by many to be the 
most beautiful and unspoiled city in Europe.

TOUR LEADER
Justin Peter is Quest 
Nature Tour’s Director of 
Programs and was previously 
the Senior Naturalist at the 
world-renowned Algonquin 
Park. He has been a lifelong 
“nature nerd”, observer of cultures, and student of 
languages. Justin’s patrilineal roots run deep in this 
part of Europe that he first began exploring at the 
tender age of eight.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in Vienna
Day 2: Vienna, Neusiedler See
Day 3: Neusiedler See 
Day 4: West Hungary and SW Slovakia
Day 5: South Moravia
Day 6: South Moravia, White Carpathians
Day 7: Drive to Třeboňsko
Day 8: Třeboňsko
Days 9 – 10: Prague
Day 11: Depart Prague

FLORA AND FAUNA OF AUSTRIA, SLOVAKIA, AND THE CZECH REPUBLIC

European Bee-eaters

Telč

Český Krumlov

Třeboň
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Eurasian Jay

Great Bustard Wine cave (cellar) in Petrov,
Czech Republic
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Retreat to The Gambia
DATES: February 14 – 21, 2017
COST: From approx. US$3395 based on lodge type  
+ taxes and gratuities US$200   
Includes rourndtrip charter flight from London, UK.
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 12 participants

TOUR LEADER
Chris Earley is the 
University of Guelph 
Arboretum’s Interpretive 
Biologist and Education 
Coordinator, Chris Earley  
has been leading Quest tours  
since 1999 and is a veteran of African travel, having 
led tours to Kenya, Tanzania, South Africa, Botswana 
and Namibia. With his sharp ears and eyes and his 
accommodating manner, Chris will be your perfect 
host. We will be accompanied by our expert local 
Gambian guide.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in The Gambia
Days 2 – 7: Daily excursions
Day 8: Depart The Gambia
Optional Extension: Further exploring at  
a coastal lodge
 

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE BIRDS OF TROPICAL AFRICA

Red-Cheeked Cordon Bleu

MALIMAURITANIA
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Gulf of Guinea
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Quest has been travelling to Africa for decades,  
and our tours have effectively showcased the wonderful ‘big 
game experience’ in vast landscapes. Those interested in birds 
could see them, but large mammals have generally been the 
focus. So when I had a chance to visit The Gambia last winter, 
I was impressed by the experience this tiny and unassuming 
country offered to those with a particular interest in birds. It was 
possible to walk in full safety along trails through various habitats 
in the countryside: farm fields and rice paddies; nut groves and 
natural woodland; mangrove flats; and along sandy shorelines. 
The reward was a fine assortment of birds, including various 
kingfishers, herons, bee-eaters, glossy starlings, sunbirds, and 
much more – veritable “eye candy” that speaks to the variety 
and beauty of African birdlife. I set up this tour as a single-lodge 
stay to maximize our enjoyment and familiarity with the various 
habitats and appreciation of the bird life, not only in terms  
of numbers, but with an interest in their behaviours.

Our base for the tour will be the stylish Mandina Lodge.  
Located in a private reserve, it is carefully set among saltwater 
mangroves along a tributary of the mighty Gambia River. Our 
retreat will allow us to investigate various hotspots nearby by  
foot and dugout canoe during our morning and afternoon 
excursions and make for an active yet laid-back holiday. 

For a fantastic and easygoing introduction to African birds  
in a warm and welcoming country, I encourage you to join  
Chris Earley as he returns to Africa to explore another corner  
of this great continent!  – Justin
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Bearded Barbet in Moringa tree

Mandina Lodge African Golden Oriole BRAND 
NEW

TOUR!

SINGLE
LODGE
STAY!
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Cape
Town

SOUTH
AFRICA

NAMIBIA
BOTSWANA

Langebaan/
West 
Coast 
NP

Lambert’s 
Bay

Springbok
Augrabies NP Upington

Kgalagadi NP

Kenhardt/Brandvlei

Nieuwoudtville

Tulbagh

Betty’s Bay

The Best of the Cape
DATES: August 28 – September 15, 2017
COST: Approx. C$6195 + taxes and gratuities C$450 
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 14 participants

On this tour we’ll discover the exceptional diversity 
and endemic wildlife of ‘the Cape’. We’ll be there in the 
austral spring when many plants such as the dazzling proteas and 
bulb-bearing wildflowers will be in bloom, and bird breeding 
activity will be at its height.

We’ll begin around Cape Town at the very heart of the fynbos, 
the distinctive shrubland habitat that defines the Cape Floristic 
Kingdom, the smallest of the world’s six such kingdoms but with 
the highest concentration of endemic plants. The habitats are 
striking and form a fine backdrop for the area’s great bird life. 
We’ll then travel steadily northward along the west coast where 
vast areas should be awash in blossoms with many opportunities 
for photography and to watch for some of the many peculiar 
birds including the Black Harrier and Blue Crane. We’ll encounter 
our first large mammals here including Cape Mountain Zebra.

In Namaqualand and the Kalahari to the north, we may, depend-
ing on the rains, find a land cloaked in an unparalleled floral 
show. We’ll also see a number of succulents such as tiny Lithops 
and the imposing Quiver Tree. In Kgalagadi National Park we’ll 
find a variety of wildlife adapted to the semi-desert including the 
Kalahari’s famous black-maned African Lions.

On our return to the south through wine country, we’ll round off 
our tour with a visit to an African Penguin colony and a search for 
the Cape Rock-jumper. 

This tour may be conveniently paired with our “Madagascar: Evolution 
Gone Wild” tour; please ask about our special pricing for joining these 
two tours. 

TOUR LEADER
Pete Read is an expert 
interpretive naturalist  
known for his wit as well  
as his boundless enthusiasm 
for wild spaces. Pete led  
our inaugural, sold-out  
Best of the Cape tour in 2016!

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive Cape Town
Day 2: Cape Town area
Days 3 – 4: Langebaan, West Coast National Park 
Day 5: Lambert’s Bay
Day 6: North to Namaqualand
Day 7: Goegab Reserve at Springbok
Day 8: Into Bushmanland to Augrabies
Day 9: Augrabies National Park
Day 10: To Kgalagadi National Park via Upington
Days 11 – 12: Kgalagadi National Park
Day 13: Kgalagadi National Park to Upington
Day 14: Southern Bushmanland
Day 15: Bulbs at Nieuwoudtville
Day 16: Tulbagh wine area
Days 17 – 18: Grootbos and Betty’s Bay
Day 19: Depart Cape Town

FLOWERS, BIRDS, AND BIG MAMMALS OF SOUTH AFRICA

Augrabies National Park
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Blue Crane, South Africa’s National BirdNamaqua National Park

Gemsbok (Oryx)
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Madagascar
DATES: September 16 – September 30, 2017
COST:  Approx. US$6295 + taxes and gratuities US$375    
Includes internal flights. 
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 12 participants
NEXT DATES: 2019

We are thrilled to be returning to Madagascar! This 
large island is remarkable in so many ways. Since separating 
from the east coast of Africa more than 60 million years ago,  
its animal and plant life has followed an independent course  
of evolution, allowing an array of unique and frankly weird  
life forms to develop here. 

We’ll visit some of the best wildlife reserves in the country in 
search of the many species of lemur, those unusual primates 
found only in Madagascar. In daylight, we should observe a 
variety including Brown Lemur, Black-and-white Ruffed Lemur, 
Ring-tailed Lemur, Verreaux’s Sifaka, and the largest of all – the 
magical Indri. We’ll also look for some of the dwarf and mouse 
lemurs at night and for other unusual mammals. Over a third of 
the bird species found here are endemic, including such uncanny 
species as the Sickle-billed Vanga, Long-tailed Ground-Roller, 
and stunning Blue Coua. We’ll watch for wonderful chameleons, 
geckos, and skinks as well as frogs, some of which flaunt their 
gaudy colours in broad daylight. Many plants too will entertain 
us with their bizarre forms! 

On our past trips we’ve managed to see some 17 species  
of lemur, a large percentage of the endemic birds, and many  
of the chameleons. If observing unusual animals and plants  
is something you might enjoy, then you’ll want to join us on  
this special, small group departure.

This tour may be conveniently paired with our “Best of the Cape” tour; 
please ask about our special pricing for joining these two tours. 

TOUR LEADER
Pete Read is an  
educator and expert 
interpretive naturalist who 
has travelled extensively 
worldwide. Since retiring 
from teaching, he is active 
as an environmental consultant doing field work 
throughout Ontario. Pete is “mad” about Madagascar 
and looks forward to travelling the island with you.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in Tana
Days 2 – 3: Andasibe-Mantadia National Park 
Day 4: Return to Tana
Day 5: Montagne d’Ambre via Antsiranana
Day 6: Montagne d’Ambre Reserve
Day 7: Ankarana Special Reserve
Day 8: Return to Tana via Antsiranana
Days 9 – 10: Ifaty
Day 11: Anakao
Days 12 – 13: Isalo
Day 14: Isalo, return to Tana
Day 15: Depart Tana

EVOLUTION GONE WILD

Parson’s Chameleon at Andasibe-Mantadia N.P.MADAGASCAR

MOZAMBIQUE 
CHANNEL

MOZAMBIQUE

Tana
Andasibe
Périnet

Antsiranana
Montagne d'Ambre

Ankarana Special Reserve

Toliara

Ifaty Isalo
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Crowned Lemur at Montagne d’Ambre

All of these  
photos were taken  

by Pete Read on  
our 2015 tour!

Group with baobob in spiny forest

Sakalava Weaver

Book by  
December 1, 2016 

 to receive your  
complimentary  

field guide
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Ethiopia
DATES: October 21 – November 5, 2017
COST: Approx. US$4995 + taxes and gratuities US$160 
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 12 participants

TOUR LEADER
David Milsom is an expert 
naturalist and traveller who 
has led Quest tours to all 
parts of the globe. Dave loves 
Ethiopia and drew on his own 
Ethiopian experiences to help 
us create this itinerary.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in Addis Ababa
Day 2: Debre Libanos
Day 3: Jemma Valley 
Day 4: Ankober
Days 5 – 7: Awash N.P.
Day 8: To Lake Langano
Day 9: Abiata-Shalla N.P.
Day 10: To Bale N.P.
Day 11: Sanetti Plateau
Day 12: Harenna Forest
Day 13: To Awassa
Day 14: Awassa, Bishangari
Day 15: Bishangari
Day 16: To Addis, depart
Optional Extension: The culture and rock-cut 
churches of Northern Ethiopia

BONE-BREAKERS, WOLVES, BLEEDING-HEARTS, AND MORE!

Family of Gelada Baboons

We are thrilled to be visiting this ancient country 
that promises a rich and eye-opening experience. 
Bisected by the legendary Great Rift Valley, Ethiopia is host to 
a multitude of habitats from lush forest through mountaintop, 
desert, and savannas too. Our tour will be an opportunity for 
adventurous souls to visit these stunning habitats and  
experience their enchanting flora and fauna.

There are many rare or highly localized mammals and birds here 
as we’ll discover by venturing from one side of the Valley to the 
other. At the monastery of Debre Libanos, we’ll see the endemic 
and striking Gelada Baboons. We’ll look for raptors overhead 
including the famed Bearded Vulture that drops bones from  
the sky.

In the Bale Mountains, we’ll be treated to views of the endemic 
Ethiopian Wolf, a very rare creature indeed with only a handful 
of populations remaining. We’ll have an opportunity to see 
sunbirds, turacos, trogons, and many other birds, including 
several endemic species in every habitat. We’ll be visiting in the 
Ethiopian spring when many flowers will be in bloom, providing 
great photographic opportunities. The imposing Giant Lobelias  
of the Sanetti Plateau will be particularly memorable.

We invite Quest travellers to join our inaugural tour of this nation 
of fantastic wild spaces with warm and welcoming people. The 
tour will particularly interest those who have previously visited 
Africa and who would like to experience another dimension  
to this great continent.

KENYA

Lalibela

Addis Ababa Awash NP

Debre Libanos

Ankober

Bale Mountains NP

Awassa

ETHIOPIA
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Namibia, Botswana & Victoria Falls
DATES: October 18 – November 2, 2018 
COST: Approx. US$6895 + taxes and gratuities US$400
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 14 participants

Namibia remains an anomaly in Africa. Though  
long settled by people, its arid climate and rugged terrain  
have left it in a relatively pristine state. It is in this context that  
we will discover landscapes and habitats to which even the  
most extraordinary superlatives won’t do justice. 

After becoming acquainted with the acacia woodlands of the 
Central Plateau, we will head to our lodge near the biggest sand 
dunes in the world at Sossusvlei. We’ll explore the dunes on foot 
while taking extraordinary photographs and being on the lookout 
for resident wildlife. At Sandwich Bay we explore the important 
coastal wetlands. In Damaraland we travel dry river beds while 
on the lookout for desert-adapted African Elephants and more.

Etosha National Park is a quintessential wildlife experience;  
we’ll have excellent views of Giraffe, Eland, Blue Wildebeest, 
Greater Kudu, Gemsbok, Springbok, Steenbok, Plains Zebra,  
and the near-endemic Black-faced Impala, as they gather  
around the gleaming white salt pans and congregate at 
waterholes. We may also see both White and Black Rhinoceros. 
The habitats will become lusher as we move east into the  
Caprivi Strip, where we’ll find Hippopotamus and Nile  
Crocodile in the rivers. 

We’ll dip down into Botswana to see great concentrations  
of elephants at Chobe and our tour concludes at the iconic 
Victoria Falls.

In additional to the mammals and landscapes, the tremendous 
bird life and flora always offer significant interest, and the 
photographic opportunities on this tour are phenomenal.

TOUR LEADER
Tony Beck is an  
Ottawa-based naturalist 
whose award-winning 
photography appears in 
many books, websites, 
magazines, and calendars. 
He teaches birdwatching and nature  
photography courses and conducts breeding bird 
and ornithological surveys. He has led this successful 
tour multiple times and will look forward to returning 
with you.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive Windhoek
Days 2 – 3: Sossusvlei
Day 4: Drive to Swakopmund
Day 5: Walvis Bay and the Kuiseb Delta
Days 6 – 7: Damaraland
Days 8 – 9: Etosha
Day 10: Drive to Rundu
Days 11 – 12: Caprivi Strip  
Days 13 – 14: Chobe N.P., Botswana
Day 15: Victoria Falls
Day 16: Depart Victoria Falls

DESERT LANDSCAPES AND WILDLIFE

African Elephants at Etosha
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Tanzania Classic Safari 
DATES: February 22 – March 5, 2018
COST:  Approx. US$6295 + taxes and gratuities US$300
Includes 1 internal flight.
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 16 participants

Our Tanzania Classic Safari has been timed to 
coincide with the spell-binding sight of the mass 
migration of the Blue Wildebeest onto the plains of the 
Serengeti. It is here, on these rich but short-lived feeding 
grounds, that the females of the 1.5 million-strong herd will 
drop their calves. Lions, Spotted Hyenas, Black-backed Jackals, 
Cheetahs, and Leopards patrol the grasslands in search of the 
newborn, weak, or unwary.  

We’ll visit Tarangire National Park, where we’ll watch the 
behaviour of large herds of African Elephants feeding among the 
baobab trees. We’ll also spend time in the natural amphitheatre 
of the Ngorongoro Crater, in which the “Big Five” African animals 
may be spotted close to our safari lodge! A stop at Olduvai Gorge, 
a crux in our understanding of early hominids, will complement 
our safari experience.

You’ll travel in six-seater pop top Land Cruisers. Everyone has 
a window seat (and a sliding window) for unrestricted viewing. 
Each vehicle is driven by one of our team of expert local 
naturalists, who take great pride in sharing their heritage and 
their vast knowledge of the wildlife and habitats we encounter.

A cornerstone of our safari will be our time in the Serengeti 
where you’ll have incredible close-up views of Plains Zebra, 
Thompson’s and Grant’s Gazelle, Topi, Hartebeest, and  
some of the over 350 recorded bird species which collectively 
contribute to what has been called “one of the world’s greatest 
wildlife spectacles.” A highlight is our stay at a classic and stylish 
tented camp, which allows us to enjoy great views of the plains 
and the romance of days-gone-by.

TOUR LEADER
Brian Ratcliff is a  
biological consultant  
whose recent work includes 
conducting environmental 
assessments of proposed 
green energy projects near 
Lake Superior. He has led many previous Quest tours 
and looks forward to returning to Tanzania with you 
in 2018.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive at Kilimanjaro Airport
Day 2: Arusha National Park
Days 3 – 4: Tarangire National Park
Days 5 – 6: Ngorongoro
Day 7: Olduvai Gorge
Day 8: Ndutu
Day 9: To Serengeti
Days 10 – 11: Serengeti
Day 12: Fly to Arusha, depart from Kilimanjaro

THE GREAT SERENGETI MIGRATION

Game drive in Ngorongoro Crater surrounded by Blue Wildebeest

plane
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Plains Zebra at Tarangire National Park

Lilac-breasted RollerMasai Giraffe
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New Zealand
DATES: October 18 – November 1, 2016
COST: C$6795* + taxes and gratuities C$150 
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 14 participants
NEXT DATES: 2018

With its mountains, glaciers, fiords, lush subtropical 
forest, and miles of sandy coastline, one might call 
New Zealand a version of paradise. These features are indeed 
noteworthy but their impact will be even greater as a backdrop 
for New Zealand’s unique complement of flora and fauna.

We’ll be visiting during the austral spring when flowers and 
bird life are particularly conspicuous. We’ll see the Mount Cook 
Lilies as we visit alpine meadows, and Kōtukutuku – the world’s 
largest Fuchsia – in bloom in the forest. We’ll visit a famous 
colony of Northern Royal Albatross and photograph Little Blue 
Penguins and the rare endemic Yellow-eyed Penguin, among 
other residents. Recognized as one of the finest rainforests in the 
world, the ancient Pureora Forest will be particularly memorable 
for the sight of its millennial moss-clad trees and the distinctive 
sounds of endemic birds.

We’ll also explore New Zealand’s marine habitats, including 
a boat tour off the Kaikoura Peninsula to find Sperm Whales 
feeding in the nutrient-rich waters. In addition, we’ll have the 
chance to experience some 
of New Zealand’s seismic 
features such as steaming 
geysers and boiling mud. A 
highlight will be our night-
time search for the Southern 
Brown Kiwi, one of the 
nation’s five kiwi species that 
lend the human inhabitants 
of this country their name! 

TOUR LEADER
Geoff Henderson lives  
in New Zealand and spends 
his time working on botanical 
surveys, kiwi monitoring, and  
an on-going native plant 
re-vegetation project.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in Auckland
Day 2: Tiritiri Matangi
Day 3: The Firth of Thames, Lake Taupo 
Day 4: Pureora Forest
Day 5: Wellington, Cook Strait, South Island
Day 6: Nelson Lakes National Park, to Kaikoura
Day 7: Kaikoura Peninsula
Day 8: Kaikoura Peninsula, Christchurch
Day 9: Peel Forest Park, Twizel
Day 10: Mount Cook National Park
Day 11: Lindis Pass, Queenstown
Day 12: Fiordland World Heritage Area
Day 13: Invercargill, Stewart Island
Day 14: Otago Harbour, Dunedin
Day 15: Depart Dunedin

SPRING FLORA, LANDSCAPES, WHALES AND ENDEMIC BIRDS

Milford Sound

LIMITED
AVAILABILITY!

Stewart 
Island

Invercargill
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Justin’s Essential India
DATES: November 15 – December 5, 2016
COST: US$6350 + taxes and gratuities US$400 
Includes 2 internal flights.
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 12 participants
NEXT DATES: Feb/March 2018

India is one of the best nature travel destinations 
and Justin has designed this special itinerary to take us 
through India’s largely undiscovered northwestern regions with 
a focus on the states of Rajasthan and Gujarat. Here we’ll find a 
unique mix of habitats where we can search for an assortment 
of enigmatic wildlife, including several endangered and highly 
localized species found nowhere else. Among sand dunes in 
Rajasthan we’ll look for the Great Indian Bustard and other 
desert wildlife and we’ll quest for the Indian Wild Ass and  
other creatures on the expansive salt flats of Gujarat’s Little  
Rann of Kutch. We’ll explore primeval grasslands of Velavadar 
and encounter the world’s only Asiatic Lions at Gir Forest.

Among the many other wildlife highlights will be our rides in  
the Project Tiger reserve of Ranthambore, where the Bengal Tiger 
will be top of mind. Although tigers aren’t guaranteed, we’ll find 
much else to captivate us. After a stop at Bharatpur, one of the 
finest bird sanctuaries in the world, we’ll carry on to the pristine 
waters of the Chambal River to search for the Gharial – the rare 
and bizarre fish-eating crocodile – and a variety of other reptiles 
and specialty birds.

A tour highlight will be the unassuming desert village of Khichan, 
where villagers feed thousands of overwintering Demoiselle 
Cranes. We will cap off our wildlife experience with a visit to the 
iconic Taj Mahal. Whether this is your first time to India or you’ve 
already been acquainted, this special small group tour promises 
a fresh perspective!

TOUR LEADER
Justin Peter is Quest 
Nature Tours’ Director of 
Programs and was previously 
the Senior Naturalist at the 
world-renowned Algonquin 
Park. 

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Days 1 – 2: Arrive Delhi, explore
Day 3: Fly to Jodhpur, continue to Khichan 
Day 4: Khichan, to Jaisalmer
Days 5 – 6: Desert National Park, Jaisalmer
Day 7: Drive to Mount Abu
Days 8 – 9: Little Rann of Kutch
Day 10: To Velavadar
Day 11: Velavadar, to Gir Forest
Days 12 – 13: Gir Forest
Day 14: Gir to Ahmedabad
Day 15: Fly to Jaipur, Ranthambore
Days 16 – 17: Ranthambore
Day 18: To Chambal via Bharatpur
Day 19: Chambal National Sanctuary
Day 20: Taj Mahal, Agra Fort
Day 21: Return to Delhi, flights onwards

THE GREAT NORTHWEST

LIMITED
AVAILABILITY

Delhi

Jaipur AgraJaisalmer

Jodhpur

Khichan

Mt. Abu

Gir Forest

Ahmedabad

Velavadar

Ranthambhore N.P.

INDIAPAKISTAN

van/bus
start
end

plane
Little Rann 
of Kutch

Bengal Tiger
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Taiwan
DATES: April 13 – 25, 2017 
COST: C$4195 + taxes and gratuities C$325  
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 10 participants
NEXT DATES: April 2019

It’s easy to see why Taiwan was called Ilha Formosa, 
“the beautiful island”, by early Portuguese sailors. 
This small island offers spectacular mountain scenery, an 
impressive geographic and ecological diversity, and a unique 
mélange of cultural influences. With its small size and excellent 
roadways and facilities, Taiwan is easy to discover while 
remaining relatively unknown to mainstream tourism.   

In the company of Taiwan’s top nature guide, we’ve crafted this 
trip to visit the myriad wildlife highlights of the island. Birders 
will be rewarded with an impressive array of endemic species, 
including exotic pheasants, Taiwan Hill Partridge, the Taiwan 
Blue Magpie, and a good number of East Asian migrants. The 
varied forest ecosystems are home to a huge diversity of plants, 
mammals, birds, amphibians, and insects.  

Our trip takes us hiking in Dasyueshan National Forest  
to see blossoming rhododendrons, Mikado Pheasant, and  
Rock Monkey and to the San Xin Temple with its exquisite bird 
carvings. We’ll travel to the wave-swept coast of eastern Taiwan 
and to the fishing stations of Tainan City. We’ll meet the Taroko 
and Bunun aboriginal peoples, who maintain their distinctive 
cultural heritage. Join us on this fascinating natural history 
discovery with a taste of Taiwan’s cultural heritage. 

TOUR LEADER
Simon Liao is chairman 
of the Taiwan International 
Birding Association (Canada 
chapter) and Taiwan’s top 
nature guide. He assisted  
with setting up this itinerary 
and co-led our two previous tours to Taiwan.  
He is devoted to showcasing Taiwan’s phenomenal 
wild spaces.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive Taipei
Day 2: Huisun Forest Station
Day 3: Dasyueshan 
Day 4: Shaosyueshan
Day 5: Guantian Reserve
Day 6: Tainan City
Day 7: Sun Moon Lake
Days 8 – 9: Taroko National Park
Day 10: Yilan
Days 11 – 12: Taipei
Day 13: Yangmignshan National Park, depart Taipai

THE BEAUTIFUL ISLAND

Sun Moon Lake scenery

Mikado Pheasant

52                        FOR THE DETAILED ITINERARY CALL 1-800-387-1483 OR EMAIL TRAVEL@WORLDWIDEQUEST.COM



Borneo
DATES: September 18 – September 29, 2018
COST:  Approx. US$6095 + taxes and gratuities US$300   
Includes 1 internal flight.
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 12 participants

TOUR LEADER
Josh Vandermeulen is a 
Field Biologist and an active 
and well-known member 
of Ontario’s naturalist 
community. He also regularly 
travels the province and the 
world in pursuit of his two 
core interests of field herpetology and ornithology. 

LAND OF SPECTACULAR BIODIVERSITY AND ORANG-UTANS

Bornean Orang-utan

Danum Valley

Kota Kinabalu
Sepilok RC

Kinabalu NP

BORNEO

Poring Hot Springs
Sandakan

Celebes Sea

Lahad Datu

South
China Sea

Sulu Sea

KALIMANTAN

SARAWAK

SABAH
BRUNEI

Gaya Island

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in Sandakan
Day 2: Sepilok Rehabilitation Centre / Rainforest 
Discovery Centre
Days 3 – 4: Kinabatangan River
Day 5: Gomantong Caves
Days 6 – 7: Danum Valley Conservation Area
Day 8: To Kinabalu National Park
Day 9: Poring Hot Spring
Day 10: Kinabalu National Park
Day 11: Kinabalu, to Kota Kinabalu
Day 12: Depart Kota Kinabalu
Optional Extension: Gaya Island

The mystical island of Borneo is one of the most 
exciting destinations on earth. On this tour focusing on 
Borneo’s northern province of Sabah, we’ll be confronted with 
the combined spectacle of biodiversity and evolution perhaps 
unparalleled in the world!

Our journey takes us into a spectrum of fantastic habitats from 
lowland rainforest near sea level to oak forests below the summit 
of Mount Kinabalu. Here, along with fantastic giant pitcher plants 
of the genus Nepenthes, rhododendrons, and an abundance  
of butterflies, is a wide assortment of often rather striking birds, 
including hornbills, broadbills, and barbets. The huge and 
bizarre Rafflesias – the world’s largest flowers – are also here. 

Recognized as one of the world’s most complex ecosystems, the 
Danum Valley forest serves as a home for variety of interesting 
wildlife including the Bornean Pygmy Elephant. In the vaulting 
canopy formed by widely spaced towering trees overhead,  
we could observe some of the various unrelated species that  
“fly” across broad expanses including the Flying Lizard, Colugo  
(Flying Lemur) and the flying frogs. More could be revealed 
during our night excursions. 

Our outstanding experience will include stays in secluded 
rainforest lodges, travel by boat through virgin mangrove stands, 
and hearing the raucous call of the Red Leaf Monkey on our 
evening walks. A most special highlight will be the chance  
to observe the endemic Proboscis Monkey and the “Forest 
People” – Bornean Orang-utan – in the wild. 

Book by  
June 1, 2017 

 to receive your  
complimentary  

field guide
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Papua New Guinea
DATES: October 3 – 14, 2017
COST: Approx. C$11495 + taxes and gratuities C$300
Includes internal flights.
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 10 participants

TOUR LEADER
Pete Read is an expert 
interpretive naturalist and 
veteran Quest leader known 
for his wit and his boundless 
enthusiasm for wild spaces. 
An intrepid traveller, Pete has 
visited Papua New Guinea twice  
to set up this tour and raves about it!

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in Port Moresby
Day 2: Varirata National Park
Day 3: Fly to Mount Hagen 
Day 4: Kumul
Day 5: Drive to Rondon Ridge
Day 6: Rondon Area
Day 7: Rondon Area, fly to Tari
Day 8: Explore the Tari Area
Day 9: Visit the Huli
Day 10: Explore Ambua/Flight to Port Moresby
Day 11: Varirata National Park
Day 12: Departure 

QUEST FOR BIRDS-OF-PARADISE

Brown Sicklebill

Papua New Guinea is the ultimate dream  
destination for many naturalists. It is as ecologically rich 
as it is mysterious, and, as such, there exists a treasure trove of 
opportunities for travellers to learn and be amazed. Endemism 
and biodiversity are both incredibly high. It is also where some  
of nature’s most extreme expressions of visual exuberance  
are to be found – most notably amongst the 31 species of  
the legendary Birds-of-Paradise. 

We have timed our visit to coincide with the mating season 
of several Birds-of-Paradise, and we expect to witness many 
species’ elaborate courtship dances. Endemic species are 
ubiquitous, including some from families that are exclusive  
to Papua New Guinea: berrypeckers, berryhunters, ploughbill 
and melampittas, among others. Striking bowerbirds, lorikeets, 
crowned pigeons, whistlers, fairywrens, jewel-babblers and 
kingfishers also abound.

In the highlands, we’ll be constantly surrounded by vistas  
of lush cloud forest where some of our best sightings will be 
made. While in this privileged location, we will also appreciate 
some of Papua New Guinea’s distinctive tribal traditions, with a 
special focus on the Huli Wigmen and their ornate head-dresses. 

Our route has been carefully selected to provide the best  
chances of seeing as many Birds-of-Paradise as possible. We  
will stay  at safe and established sites and accommodations. 
Papua New Guinea is still in the developing stage of travel 
infrastructure and that’s also a big part of the appeal here –  
no long line-ups and crowded tourist sites to be found. 

BRAND
NEW

TOUR!
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Varirata National Park

Book by  
November 1, 2016 

 to receive your  
complimentary  

field guide
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Sri Lanka
DATES: February 16 – March 1, 2018
COST: Approx. US$5695 + taxes and gratuities US$400  
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 14 participants
NEXT DATES: February, 2020

While sharing some affinity with India, Sri Lanka 
is distinct in many ways, not the least of which is 
that the Leopard is its top predator. Here, it is not as 
self-effacing as it may be where it shares space with larger cats. 
We begin our explorations at the Leopard stronghold of Wilpattu 
National Park. We’ll then travel into the country’s lush interior 
and spice country, exploring the flora and fauna at Sigiriya Rock 
Fortress, in gardens and reserves near Kandy and in tea country. 
Sri Lanka’s fine bird life won’t go unnoticed – there are over 
250 resident bird species including 31 endemics. We’ll watch 
for these and the endemic mammals including the amusing 
Highland Toque Macaque in various locations.

At Yala we should observe wild Asian Elephants and also  
watch for the Sri Lanka Sloth Bear and Leopards once again, 
among many other possibilities. Mugger Crocodiles occupy 
watercourses teeming with wading birds and raptors ride  
on thermals overhead.

At Sinharaja we’ll enjoy a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve  
containing a very high percentage of endemic trees and a high 
number of the endemic birds, including the gorgeous Sri Lanka 
Blue Magpie. The lofty atmosphere of this primeval forest will  
provide a great opportunity to appreciate less evident wildlife.

Our tour wraps up on the south coast where unique 
circumstances sustain a Blue Whale population. Our exclusive 
boat excursion should bring us in proximity to these behemoths!

TOUR LEADER
Chris Earley is a noted 
author and veteran Quest 
leader with several natural 
history books to his credit. 
A self-proclaimed ‘nature 
geek’ and a dynamic 
communicator, Chris is the Interpretive Biologist  
and Education Coordinator at the University of 
Guelph Arboretum. Chris led our successful 2016  
Sri Lanka tour.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive Negombo
Day 2: To Wilpattu National Park
Day 3: Wilpattu National Park 
Day 4: Sigiriya
Days 5 – 6: Kandy 
Day 7: Nuwara Eliya
Days 8 – 9: Yala National Park 
Day 10: Bundala National Park, Yala
Days 11 – 12: Sinharaja National Park
Day 13: To Galle
Day 14: Blue Whale expedition, Galle Fort
Day 15: Depart Negombo

THE LAND OF THE LEOPARD

Tufted Langur

Kandy
Negombo

Galle

Sigiriya

Wilpattu NP

Nuwara Eliya

Yala NP
Bundala NP

Singharaja NP

van/bus
start
end
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White-throated Kingfisher

Green Garden Lizard

All of these  
photos were taken  
by Chris Earley on  

our 2016 tour!

Leopard
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Canadian Arctic Expedition Cruise
DATES: August 13 – 23, 2017
COST: C$7995 - C$16795 (depending on cabin  
type) + GST   
Charter flights: C$2600 + GST
GROUP SIZE: Limited to 90 participants

We present to you the thrilling opportunity to 
recognize Canada’s sesquicentennial by experiencing 
Canada’s Arctic. This expedition cruise combines the quest  
for wildlife with the exploration history of the famed  
Northwest Passage. 

Be prepared to set foot at historical sites previously visited  
by the likes of Franklin, Parry and Amundsen in their pursuits 
of the Northwest Passage. This voyage takes us to Peel Sound, 
considered the crux of the Northwest Passage, to Pasely Bay 
where the RCMP vessel St. Roch was frozen in 1942, and through 
Victoria Strait, very near the actual location of the HMS Erebus. 

Stark tundra, gigantic ice bergs and towering cliffs serve as a 
stunning backdrop. All the while be on the lookout for hearty 
Arctic wildlife like walrus, Belugas, Narwhals, Gyrfalcons and 
Polar Bears. Frequent shore landings in the company of expert 
guides allow us to explore on foot, observing wildlife, Arctic  
flora, and points of historical interest.

The ice-strengthened 90-passenger Akademik Sergey Vavilov  
is our mobile wilderness lodge for this voyage which includes 
special on-board presentations by two of Canada’s top northern 
researchers and a Royal Canadian Geographical Society Fellow. 
The magnetism of the North calls and there is no better year 
in which to answer.

TOUR LEADERS
A stellar line up of Arctic experts and naturalists  
are on board to accompany landings and make 
presentations, including:
Dr. Mark Nuttall, Social Anthropologist, University  
of Alberta, specializing in environmental change and 
resource use issues. 
Dr. Russell Potter, RCGS Fellow, expert on  
19thC Arctic exploration. 
Dr. Martyn Obbard, Polar Bear specialist. 
Chris Earley and Ian Shanahan, QNT naturalists.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Arrive in Edmonton
Day 2: Fly to Resolute, embark the ship
Day 3: Beechey Island, Prince Leopold Island 
Day 4: Fury Beach, Somerset Island
Day 5: Fort Ross, Bellot Strait
Day 6: Conningham Bay, Prince of Wales Island
Day 7: Victory Point, Victoria Strait
Day 8: Pasely Bay, Boothia Peninsula
Day 9: Peel Sound
Day 10: Aston Bay, Barrow Strait
Day 11: Disembark in Resolute, fly to Edmonton

CELEBRATE CANADA’S 150TH IN NUNAVUT
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Our Vessel

M/V Akademik Sergey Vavilov,
built in Rauma, Finland is an 
ice-strengthened, purpose built 
oceanographic vessel. She is 117m. 
long and travels up to 14.5 kts with 
exceptional stability and quiet. 
Expansive observation decks offer 
360° views. With just 92 passengers 
on board, our vessel is the perfect 
platform for polar exploration. 

Book by  
September 30, 2016  
and save $1000 pp  
on charter flights!

GyrfalconBeechey Island
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Antarctica, the Falklands  
& South Georgia Safari

DATES: Nov. 30 - Dec. 18, 2017
(Other Antarctic voyages are available from  
October through March)
COST: US$13695 – US$22495 (depending on  
cabin type)
GROUP SIZE: Our Quest Nature Tours group  
is on board a 96 passenger ship

TOUR LEADER
Jean Iron is Ontario’s 
best-known birder and 
an expert naturalist. Her 
infectious enthusiasm, keen 
attention to detail and her 
natural teaching abilities all 
contribute to your on-board and land experience. 
Jean will accompany the trip with a minimum  
of 14 Quest participants.

ITINERARY AT A GLANCE 
Day 1: Embark in Ushuaia
Day 2: Crossing the Drake Passage
Days 3 – 4: Falkland Islands
Days 5 – 6: Onwards to South Georgia 
Days 7 – 9: South Georgia
Days 10 – 12: At sea and South Orkneys
Days 13 – 16: South Shetland Islands and the 
Antarctic Mainland
Days 17 – 18: Drake Passage and Beagle Channel
Day 19: Disembark in Ushuaia

Leopard Seal

This incredible 18-night trip on board the M/V Akademik Ioffe  
is our most extensive Antarctic wildlife expedition 
and has been planned to bring us to all of the region’s key nature 
hotspots at the height of the austral spring. As we cruise, we’ll 
note a surprising diversity and remarkable abundance of wildlife 
and have the opportunity to experience fascinating breeding 
behaviours of both birds and mammals up close. The settings 
will provide a stark and impressive backdrop!

Our first stop will be the Falkland Islands, which are host to  
a profusion of birds ranging from the Black-browed Albatross 
and Rockhopper Penguins in their teeming colonies, to stunning 
Imperial Shags, Pied Oystercatchers, and the flightless Steamer 
Duck. Moving on to the remote, rugged, and haunting island  
of South Georgia with its glacier-covered mountains, we will see 
one of the largest bird colonies in the world as a huge expanse  
of King Penguins, numbering an estimated 100,000 breeding 
pairs, stretch before us as far as the eye can see. Arriving to 
the Frozen Continent we’ll be on constant watch for the many 
mammals and birds particular to this region. Of the seals, we 
should see such characters as the Southern Elephant Seal, 
Antarctic Fur Seal, Crabeater Seal, and the gargantuan  
Leopard Seal. 

Whether it’s the sight of a whale dining on Antarctic Krill,  
the braying of penguins or the scene of immense glaciers,  
this trip will be a source of great memories and satisfaction  
for the wildlife and wilderness enthusiast. 
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Our Vessel

M/V Akademik Ioffe was built 
in 1989 for scientific research. She is 
117m. long and travels up to 14.5kn. 
An experienced captain and crew and 
an ice-strengthened hull provides a 
safe combination for polar cruising. 
She has undergone extensive refitting 
and refurbishment over the last five 
years oriented towards her role as  
an expedition cruise vessel. 

King Penguins on South Georgia Iceberg

Book by
November 1, 2016
and save US$1000

per person!
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Looking Ahead
Birds and Mammals of Cambodia and Laos
Winter 2018

Long shrouded by mystery and inaccessible to travellers, 
the countries of Cambodia and Laos have much to offer to 
nature travellers looking to experience novel environments.  
Over 600 bird species have been recorded within their 
borders, many unique to this region, in addition to a 
variety of very interesting terrestrial and aquatic mammals. 
Although many species have suffered from exploitation, 
local communities are becoming increasingly engaged  
with wildlife preservation. We shall see some of this work 
for ourselves and as we explore the shores of the Mekong 
River and many intriguing locales such as Ban Nahin, Siem 
Reap, Ang Trapaeng Thmor and Tmatboey with Geoff 
Carpentier on this inaugural tour.

Baja California and the Sea of Cortez:  
An Expedition Cruise
February 2019
 
Baja California offers a surprisingly opulent and 
unconventional environment for nature lovers. The 
juxtaposition of a diverse and well-adapted complement 
of desert flora and fauna with a rich marine environment 
creates a singularly varied experience! We’ll cruise down 
the coast of Baja and into the Sea of Cortez aboard our 
exclusively chartered vessel and appreciate this unique 
combination through a mix of sea and land excursions.  
Our visit will coincide with the congregations of Grey 
Whales as they gather to calve, and a highlight will the 
opportunity to encounter them at close range. We’ll watch 
for seabirds such as Blue-footed Booby on the coast and at 
sea, look for desert birds and other wildlife among towering 
cacti, snorkel with gorgeous fish, watch for huge schools 
of dolphin, and perhaps see the Whale Shark, the world’s 
largest fish! 
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We recognize that our travellers have busy 
schedules that sometimes make it impossible 
to join the set departures of their preference. 
As well – at times – you may wish to consider a trip with 
a stronger focus on one element or another, and perhaps 
with a group of close friends that share that same focused 
interest. We can adapt many of our small group trips for 
you or plan a completely hand-tailored itinerary to suit your 
exact specifications. You’ll enjoy the perfect combination 
of safety, security, and organization with the flexibility and 
freedom that suits your timeframe, budget and interests. 
You’ll have your own private English-speaking naturalist-
guide and transportation for your explorations. This means 
you can move at your own pace, spend more time doing 
what you want, and enjoy a more intimate view of all the 
nature hotspots.

You can also take advantage of our well-researched and 
well-planned itineraries to realize a special tour for larger 
groups. It could be for your nature club, organization, or 
professional association. Our team is happy to tailor any  
of our small group tours to meet your needs or to work  
with you to build a completely novel itinerary. It could be  
a targeted trip to find the speciality birds you’d like to see 
in an area, a photography tour intended to get that ‘perfect 
shot’ of a challenging group of species, or a tour with a 
focus on botany, mammals or herptiles. Whatever it may 
be, we have the expertise to design your group experience.  

Let us talk you through the planning process; we think you’ll 
be surprised at how easy and cost-effective it is to give you 
the flexibility you need. 

You can find select sample itineraries on our website!
Please call Justin or Sara at 1-800-387-1483 or email 
travel@worldwidequest.com to find out how you  
can enjoy the Quest Nature Tours experience, your way.

Brown-throated Three-toed Sloth

Move at  
your own

pace!

Private Journeys & Custom Group Designs
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While we enjoy the benefits of travel and wildlife-viewing, it is important to ensure that wildlife and the habitat it requires 
benefit from the protection they need. We are proud to support the work of these organizations to protect natural habitats 
through research, education, and restoration, and to operate a special tour annually for Ontario Nature members and 
friends as a fundraiser for the organization.

Ontario Nature protects wild species and wild spaces through conservation, 
education, and public engagement. It is a charitable organization representing 
more than 30,000 members and supporters and 150 member groups from across 
Ontario. Since it was established as the Federation of Ontario Naturalists in 1931, 
Ontario Nature has been a champion for nature in Ontario. We are proud to 
operate tours for Ontario Nature in support of their Nature Guardians program. 

Visit www.ontarionature.org

Established in 1981, the Friends of Point Pelee are dedicated to providing 
resources and services to Point Pelee National Park, which is a major migratory 
bird hotspot and contains a RAMSAR-designated wetland of international 
significance, constituting an Important Bird Area. This volunteer and staff based 
not-for-profit group, working in collaboration with Parks Canada, enhances the 
visitor experience in the Park and is committed to protecting the natural and 
cultural features that make Point Pelee National Park unique. We support  
the Friends’ educational programming during the annual Festival of Birds.

Visit www.friendsofpointpelee.com

Our Partners & Friends
Cape May Warbler taken by Justin Peter at the Festival of Birds
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Meanwhile,online...

Be a Part of Our Community

Facebook.com/QuestNaturetours

Twitter.com/QuestNaturetour

Learn something new on our blog

Subscribe to our e-newsletter
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Terms & Conditions
How to Book
Please contact our office, or forward your completed reservation 
form and applicable non-refundable deposit to reserve your trip. 
We also require your passport details exactly as they appear on 
the information page of your passport.

Deposits
All trips require a non-refundable deposit of US$500 per  
person unless stated otherwise in the relevant trip information. 
The deposit will confirm your reservation. Please note that 
cruises may have different deposit conditions; specific deposit 
requirements are listed on the cruise’s Detailed Itinerary. 

Payments
Payments may be made by cash, cheque or credit card  
(VISA or MasterCard). Verbal authorization for use of your  
credit card for deposit confirms your reservation and indicates 
your compliance with our terms and conditions. A payment of 
US$1000 per person is required at 6 months prior to departure. 
The balance of payment is due 90 days prior to departure. If the 
balance is not paid in full by the due date, we will regard the 
booking as cancelled. Tours are not confirmed as operating  
until all participants have paid in full. Please note that cruises  
may have different payment conditions; specific payment 
requirements are listed on the cruise’s Detailed Itinerary. 

Upon Registration
Upon receipt of your deposit, you will receive confirmation and  
a pre-departure package that will include required forms, visa 
and/or passport requirements and insurance information. You  
will also receive health information, clothing suggestions and  
other travel tips.

Cancellation
If you decide to cancel your trip, you must notify Worldwide Quest 
immediately and in writing. All payments are non-refundable. 
However your deposit of US$500 for any land tour will be held 
on account for you for up to one year and will be applied to your 
invoice for any tour booked within one year of cancellation. If you 
cancel within 90 days prior to departure, all associated trip costs 
are non-refundable. The tour price is quoted as a package and  
no partial refunds will be given for services not used.  

Changes to Your Booking
If you wish to transfer from one trip to another, we must receive 
your notification, in writing, at least 90 days prior to departure.  
Your deposit can be transferred, less an administrative fee of 
C$75 to a trip departing not later than one year from the time of 
transfer of deposit. Transfers are not allowed within 90 days prior 
to departure.  Please note that transfer of deposit is not permitted 

at any time on expedition cruises due to the terms and conditions 
of our ship operators.

Travel Insurance
We urge you to ensure that you have adequate cancellation 
and trip interruption insurance. It is mandatory that you have 
emergency medical insurance. We will send you an insurance 
application form and quotes for recommended coverage. Should 
you choose not to purchase the insurance coverage offered by 
Worldwide Quest, you must sign an insurance waiver and provide 
proof of alternate coverage. Please ensure it includes provision  
for emergency evacuation.

Tickets and Travel Documents
Tickets and trip documents will be sent to the tour participant 
approximately three weeks prior to departure. Participants 
assume full responsibility for loss or damage to their tickets and 
documents before and during the tour, and will incur any and 
all applicable penalties for any re-issues, plus an administration 
charge of C$75 per person.

Currency
We accept payment only in Canadian or US dollars. 

Tour Pricing
Tour prices are listed per person, based on double occupancy.  
Tour costs and inclusions are listed in the detailed itinerary for 
each tour. Worldwide Quest tries its utmost not to increase tour 
prices; however sometimes increases are beyond our control.  
Worldwide Quest reserves the right, as governed by the Ontario 
Travel Industry Act, to amend tour prices (or any part) for reasons 
such as, but not limited to, increased fuel costs, airfares, airport 
charges or increases in ground operator fees. Any increase in tour 
price must be paid prior to the departure date. Please note: If  
the tour cost increases by more than 7%, you have the option  
of paying the full price increase or receiving a full refund. 

Gratuities and taxes are not included in the tour cost and are 
assessed separately. 

The minimum and maximum number of participants for each 
tour is indicated on the detailed itinerary. Should the minimum 
number of participants not be reached, we will offer to operate 
the tour with a price supplement.

Liability Release and Responsibility
Prior to participating in a tour, you will be required to complete  
a brief confidential personal information form. Completion of the 
personal information and/or the payment of a deposit is taken as 
acknowledgement of an agreement to these terms and conditions. 
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departure or in incurring additional expenses. The participant is 
responsible for notifying Worldwide Quest of any delay or change 
in air itinerary.

Brochures, reservation forms and these terms and conditions are 
not issued on behalf of, and do not commit to, any airline whose 
services are used or proposed to be used in the course of the tour. 
Airfares arranged through Worldwide Quest will be subject to the 
rules and regulations as determined by the air carrier. Carriage 
is subject to the rules and limitations established by the Warsaw 
Convention unless such carriage is not “international carriage” as 
defined by that Convention. All flight times, flight itineraries and 
carriers are subject to change with or without notice.  

Health and Fitness Requirements
Participants are responsible to ensure they are fit for  
their chosen trip. Worldwide Quest may require a medical 
questionnaire to be completed and returned to us as proof  
that you are fit to participate in certain tours. In addition,  
the tour leader may, during the tour, direct any participant 
to withdraw from a tour, if he or she believes that participant 
is incapable, or that the participant’s continued participation 
in the tour will adversely affect that participant, or other tour 
participants, or the success of the tour. No refund will be  
payable in these circumstances.  

Tours may take place in remote areas where there is little or no 
access to normal medical services or hospital facilities. Where 
necessary, evacuation can be prolonged, difficult and expensive.  
Medical and evacuation expenses are the responsibility of the 
participant.

Worldwide Quest International Inc. is a Canadian tour operator.  
All participants on our trips are covered by the terms of the 
Ontario Travel Industry Act (Worldwide Quest International  
Inc., Ontario License # 2667946).

Notice To Travellers: Different living standards a 
nd conditions may exist outside of Canada, including 
but not limited to: provision of utilities, e.g. water and 
electricity; accommodations; services of all kinds; food; 
food preparation and water quality. Worldwide Quest 
International Inc. shall not be responsible for any loss, 
damage, injury or inconvenience resulting from different 
living standards and practices.

All services are organized by Worldwide Quest acting as agent 
for the owners, contractors and suppliers providing ground 
transportation, hotel accommodations and all other related travel 
services. Notice is hereby given that all arrangements on behalf of 
participants are made by Worldwide Quest on the sole condition 
that Worldwide Quest shall not be held responsible for any 
injury, death, accident, delay, loss, damage or irregularity which 
may be occasioned through acts of any company and/or persons 
engaged in carrying out arrangements and services described 
herein or otherwise in connection herewith. The information 
contained in current brochures and websites is correct to the best 
of our knowledge, but Worldwide Quest accepts no liability for 
any inaccuracies. Worldwide Quest reserves the right to alter any 
itinerary or service at any time without penalty to it. Any additional 
expense or cancellation cost shall be borne by the participant.  
Worldwide Quest reserves the right to withdraw or refuse any 
service to any participant at its discretion. 

Delay, Cancellation or Change of Itinerary
Since schedules are determined many months in advance, 
changes in dates, accommodations, leaders or routes may become 
necessary prior to or during the tour. In this event, participants 
will have no right to a refund of the tour price. In the event the 
advertised tour leader becomes unable to lead the tour for any 
reason, a qualified substitute will be named by Worldwide Quest.

The cost of the tour does not include any additional meals and 
accommodations due to delays, emergency evacuation costs or 
transportation to and from your home to the departure point.

Worldwide Quest reserves the right to cancel any tour prior  
to departure for any reason, in which case participants will be 
given a full refund. You will not be entitled to make any further 
claim for any injury, loss, expenses or damage (either direct or 
consequential) or for any loss of time or inconvenience that may 
result from cancellation (including but not limited to airline tickets, 
visa, passport and vaccination charges or departure, airport or 
airline taxes).

Notwithstanding the foregoing, no refund will be given for 
tour cancellation due to circumstances beyond Worldwide 
Quest’s control, including travel advisories, political turmoil 
or environmental disasters that may render the destination 
unsuitable or unsafe.

Airlines/Airfares
Worldwide Quest cannot be held responsible for air arrangements 
made independently. Please do not make any non-refundable air 
arrangements until the trip is confirmed as operating. Participants 
making their own flight arrangements should note that Worldwide 
Quest cannot accept any responsibility for the late arrival of such 
flights and that any such delay could result in missing the tour 
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Toll-free: 1-800-387-1483    |    Local: 416-633-5666    |    travel@worldwidequest.com

491 King St. E. Toronto, ON  M5A 1L9

Quest Nature Tours is part of the Worldwide Quest 
family of expert-led small group tours in nature,  
culture and the arts. Every trip we create features 
these essential elements:
  -  Discovery and enrichment
  -  Small group size
  -  Exceptional value
  -  Environmental responsibility
Our portfolio of tours includes:
Cultural Explorations
Classic Explorations, Literary, Culinary, Women’s tours
Quest Nature Tours
Discover our natural world
Expedition Cruises
Smaller vessels, remote locations
Private Journeys
Tailored itineraries for independent travellers

EXPERIENTIAL TRAVEL.
Visit us at QuestNatureTours.com

We are all about

Peruvian Amazon


