Great Houses and
Gardens of England
August 31 – September 9, 2022

Once upon a time, the stately homes of England were the exclusive privilege of royalty and landed gentry. Now, many of these spectacular
homes can be visited, each with a fascinating mix of history, architecture and glamour.
Join Laureen Morris to visit a selection of these stately homes in and around London, Salisbury and Oxford. Hampton Court is England’s
grandest Tudor Palace, intended to rival France’s Versailles. Wilton House provides an intriguing insight into the rarefied world of the British
aristocracy with centuries of staggering embellishments. Blenheim Palace is the birthplace of Winston Churchill and the masterpiece of
England’s greatest gardener, Capability Brown.
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We’ll also visit some smaller, but no less fascinating, manor homes including Mompesson House, the location of the 1955 film Sense and
Sensibility, and the gorgeous Tudor pile Kelmscott Manor, the summer home of the founder of the Arts and Crafts movement. We’ll be
awestruck by the spectacular grandeur of Salisbury Cathedral and enjoy some of the loveliest countryside in the UK as we travel through
the Cotswolds.

TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS BY
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Blenheim Palace

Why travel to
England with us?

Tour Highclere Castle – the real Downton Abbey

IRELAND

Visit magnificent Blenheim Palace
Stroll the quads of Oxford’s gorgeous colleges
Admire spectacular palace gardens

U.K.
ENGLAND
Oxford

Stop for cream tea in a Cotswold village

London
Salisbury

TOUR HOST
Laureen Morris has been travelling steadily since 2006. After a long corporate career, she’s active
in politics and on the move as an avid photographer. Her enthusiasm for life and great people skills
ensure you’ll make the most of your travel experience.
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Highclere Castle

Daily Itinerary

Thursday, Sept. 1: London
Windsor Castle is one of the Queen’s three official residences and
has been home to the Sovereign for over 900 years. It is the largest
inhabited castle in the word and still in pristine condition. We’ll visit
the castle this morning with an opportunity to see Queen Mary’s
Dolls’ House and watching the changing of the guard here at 11:00.
Back in the city centre this morning, we visit St. Paul’s Cathedral,
one of London’s most majestic buildings where Lady Diana and
Prince Charles were wed. We’ll enjoy a Welcome Dinner this
evening at a local restaurant.
Overnight: Copthorne Tara Hotel, London
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Friday, Sept. 2: Excursion to Hampton Court Palace
Begin our explorations with a visit England’s largest and grandest
Tudor palace. Built in 1514 and extended by Christopher Wren
in the 17th century, Hampton Court Palace is a beautiful blend
of Tudor, Georgian and baroque architecture with 24 hectares
of riverside gardens, including a 300-year-old maze. Return to
central London in the afternoon with time at leisure.
Enjoy dinner this evening at a local restaurant.
Overnight: Copthorne Tara Hotel, London
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Highclere Castle

© Haley Blackmore

Wednesday, Aug. 31: Arrive London Heathrow
We are met on arrival at London Heathrow Airport. Enroute to the
hotel, get a feel for the city on a panoramic guided tour of the main
sites of London for photo stop opportunities. Enjoy a pub dinner
this evening.
Overnight: Copthorne Tara Hotel, London
Meals: Dinner
Saturday, Sept. 3: Highclere Castle, Salisbury
Find out what it’s like behind the scenes of “The Real Downton
Abbey”. Home to the Earl and Countess of Carnarvon since
1679, the private estate opens its doors on a very few occasions
offering fans the opportunity to explore the rooms seen on the
show; the grand salon where the Dowager Countess held forth,
the 5000-book library where the Earl of Grantham conducts
business, and the splendid dining room. Afterwards, a visit to
‘Grantham House’ – the interiors of Basildon Park were used
as the Crawley family’s London residence. Time at leisure to
explore on your own before continuing to Salisbury.
Overnight: Best Western Red Lion Hotel, Salisbury
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Sunday, Sept. 4: Stonehenge, Salisbury
Travel to Stonehenge to visit Britain’s most iconic archaeological
site. The compelling ring of monolithic stones is a mystical place
and a reminder of Britain’s ancient history. Return to Salisbury
for a walking tour of the city and the Cathedral which showcases
the architectural timeline from medieval walls to half-timbered
Tudor townhouses to Georgian mansions. Visit the stunning
Cathedral, one of the finest in Britain. Late afternoon, visit the
beautiful 18th century Queen Anne style Mompesson House,
the location for the 1995 film Sense and Sensibility. Dinner will
be at a local restaurant in Salisbury tonight.
Overnight: Best Western Red Lion Hotel, Salisbury
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Monday, Sept. 5: Wilton House, Salisbury
Visit Wilton House, home of the Earls of Pembroke for over
400 years and one of England’s finest stately homes. Stroll
around the house with its 17th century interiors and world
famous art collection, plus over 22 acres of parkland and
gardens. Films shot here include The Madness of King George
and Pride and Prejudice. This afternoon you will have time to
explore Salisbury. Enjoy dinner at a local restaurant.
Best Western Red Lion Hotel, Salisbury
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
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Tuesday, Sept. 6: Kelmscott Manor, Oxford
Today we visit the handsome Kelmscott Manor, in a remote,
rural and tranquil Cotswold village, a five-minute walk from the
River Thames. Built around 1600, Kelmscott was the summer home
of William Morris, the motivational leader of a revival in arts and
crafts that encompassed all the visual arts. The house contains
an outstanding collection of the possessions and works of Morris,
his family and other members of the Arts and Crafts movement
including Bourne Jones and Dante Rossetti. This afternoon wander
beneath the ‘dreaming spires’ of Oxford, one of the world’s most
famous university cities. Tour the elegant college buildings and
grand quads. Enjoy dinner at a local restaurant in Oxford.
Overnight: DoubleTree by Hilton Oxford Belfy Hotel, Oxford
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Wednesday, Sept. 7: Blenheim Palace, Cotswold Villages
Morning visit to the monumental, baroque masterpiece
Blenheim Palace, ancestral home of Winston Churchill. With its
2,000 acres and 187 rooms, Blenheim Palace eclipses even the
British monarchy’s homes. Visit the palace state rooms filled with
stunning portraits, elaborate furniture, and the famous Blenheim
Tapestries and tour the both the upstairs and downstairs areas.
In the afternoon, we will visit some beautiful Cotswold villages
riddled with old stone mansions, thatched cottages, and
atmospheric churches with a stop in Bibury to savour the traditional
cream tea. We will enjoy dinner this evening at a local restaurant
in the Cotswolds before we return to Oxford.
Overnight: DoubleTree by Hilton Oxford Belfy Hotel, Oxford
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch/Cream Tea, Dinner

Isobel Crawley’s house

Thursday, Sept. 8: Bampton, Oxford
Visit the nearby the village of Downton – the real life village of
Bampton, about 20 miles west of Oxford, stands in for Downton
and the exteriors of the church, the pub, the library, and various
houses were used for scenes outside of the Downton Cottage
Hospital, the Post Office, and Isobel Crawley’s house. Back in
Oxford continue visiting the glorious colleges and the Ashmolean
Museum, Britain’s oldest public museum filled with a collection
of curiosities housed in one of the country’s best examples of
neoclassical architecture. Celebrate our English adventure with
a farewell dinner this evening at a local restaurant.
Overnight: DoubleTree by Hilton Oxford Belfy Hotel, Oxford
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Friday, Sept. 9: Depart London Heathrow
Transfer this morning to London Heathrow Airport for your
homeward-bound flight.
Meals: Breakfast
Note: The itinerary and accommodation described here are subject
to change due to logistical arrangements and to take advantage
of local events.
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Stonehenge

Tour Details
Tour Cost (per person)*:
Approx. C$6595, Based on 10 – 14 participants
Approx. C$6195, Based on 15 participants
Includes Taxes and Gratuities of C$250.
Single Supplement: C$895
If you are travelling on your own and would like to share accommodation, we would be happy to try to match you with a suitable roommate.
If we are unable to do so, the single cost applies and will be collected with final payment.
Group Size:
10 – 15 participants
What’s Included:
• Accommodation in double occupancy, based on hotels
listed or similar
• Meals as indicated in the itinerary (1 glass of wine with
Welcome and Farewell dinners)
• Transportation by air conditioned coach
• All activities as indicated in the itinerary
• All entrance fees
• Services of a Tour Manager and specialized English speaking
guides
• Gratuities for escort, local guides, drivers, hotel and group
meals (as indicated above)
• Taxes (as indicated above)
• Fully escorted by your Women’s Travel Network leader

Not Included:
• Roundtrip airfare from your home
• Items of a personal nature
• Meals other than those mentioned above
• Beverages with meals
• Visa fees (not required for Canadian passport holders)
• Travel insurance
• Any item not mentioned in “included features” above
Payment Details:
A non-refundable deposit of C$500 per person is required
to reserve a space on this tour. A second deposit of C$1000
is due six months prior to departure. Final payment is due
90 days prior to departure.
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Hampton Court Palace garden

What to Expect
Joining Instructions
Aug. 31 This tour begins with a group tour starting from London Heathrow Airport. Please
contact us to verify the timing of this tour before making any flight arrangements.
Sept. 9 The tour concludes with a single included transfer to London Heathrow Airport.
International Flights
*Roundtrip international flights are not included in the cost of your tour and must be
arranged separately. Please check with us first to ensure the trip has been
confirmed before booking any flights and to verify the timing of these
group transfers to ensure your flight schedule fits our program. When you
book a pre or post trip night with Worldwide Quest, your airport transfer will be included.
If you are making your own pre or post trip arrangements, these transfers can be provided
at an additional cost.
Level of Activity: Easy
You should be comfortable walking at a steady pace for up to two hours at time as we visit
homes and gardens and enjoy walking tours. Should you have any concerns about your
ability to take part in this tour, please contact us.
Accommodation
We are staying in comfortable three and four-star accommodation. All rooms have private
facilities.

Copthorne Tara Hotel, London

B.W. Red Lion Hotel, Salisbury

Oxford Belfy Hotel

Transportation
We will be travelling in a comfortable air-conditioned vehicle driven by a professional driver.
Weather
We expect average daytime temperatures of 16° C in and overnight lows of about 12°C.
As always when travelling in England, it is wise to be prepared for some showers.
Travel Documents
You will require a passport for this trip. Please ensure it is valid for at least 6 months beyond
your scheduled return home.
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Additional Info
Extend your Stay
If you are interested in exploring more of this region, we would be happy to design a
personalized extension for you either before or after this tour. Please let us suggest some
options, based on your time available, budget and interests.
Terms and Conditions
For additional information about our terms and conditions, please refer to your booking
form, the current brochure or our website. All participants booking with Worldwide Quest
are covered by the terms of the Ontario Travel Industry Act (Worldwide Quest International,
Ontario - License # 2667946).
Cancellation Policy
All payments are non-refundable, however you may transfer your initial deposit for any land
tour to another tour 90 days or more prior to your scheduled departure date. Initial deposits
for cruises are non-refundable and non-transferable. Your second payment and your final
payment are non-refundable and non-transferable. If you cancel within 90 days prior to
trip departure, all associated trip costs are non-refundable. The tour price is quoted as a
package. No partial refunds or credits will be given for services not used. In the event of a
cancellation, you must notify Worldwide Quest immediately and in writing.
Travel Insurance
We urge you to ensure that you have adequate cancellation and medical insurance in place,
should an unexpected event cause you to cancel or interrupt your trip or should the tour not
be operable per our terms and conditions. We will offer you Manulife insurance coverage.
Medical insurance including emergency medical evacuation coverage is mandatory on all
our tours.
Womens Travel Network Reward Program
We’d like to make sure that you know about the WTN Reward Program.
Bring a friend on their first WTN tour and you receive $100 off your trip.
PLUS: Travel twice with Worldwide Quest and you become a member
of the Worldwide Explorers Club. Earn 5% off all your subsequent,
catalogue-advertized group tours. The bonus is non-transferable and
cannot be used in conjunction with any other discount or credit. Note
that some exceptions may apply.

Ashmolean Museum

How to Book
Please contact the Worldwide Quest office for more information and to secure your booking.
1-800-387-1483 | 416-633-5666 | travel@worldwidequest.com

TICO #2667946
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Moroccan dessert
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The Womens Travel Network was founded by Debbie Ross, who provides the inspiration for women
only small group trips as well as some mixed company trips. The Womens Travel Network is affiliated
with Worldwide Quest, a TICO Travel Agency, that provides all of the trip logistics, trip designs and
details, and also looks after the entire booking process and client care before, during, and after
your travels.
Bringing women together on great travel adventures since 1990. Our tours are expertly designed by women, for women.
Whether you’re joining us on your own or with a friend, a sister or a mother you will enjoy the camaraderie and security of being with a
great group of women, who explore, discover and experience the world. Friendships that develop on our trips last for years…

What makes our women’s tours so special?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Expertly designed by women for women, single or married
Dedicated escort from Canada PLUS local tour guides
4 – 5 star accommodations in the heart of the destination
Small groups of 10 – 16 women per tour
Women-oriented experiences
Full program of activities balanced with down time
Roommate match program for the solo traveller
Repeat guest reward
Inclusive of all activities and entrance fees

“The world is such an 		
incredible place, so
step out of the ordinary
into extraordinary 			
on the journey of
your dreams.”
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