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oin Chef Vikram Vij on this alumni UBC Travel Club culinary trip to Rajasthan filled with fantastic
food, magnificent monuments, and astonishing landscapes.

Experience India’s most vibrant region, a land of pageantry, crenelated forts, lavish palaces, and timeless villages. With cuisine
as your key, you’ll unlock a different, more authentic experience in the colourful centres of Jaipur, Jodhpur, and Udaipur and the
quiet rural village of Narlai. You will encounter Indian cuisine through walking tours with resident foodies, cooking classes with
experienced chefs, and meals in private homes and exquisite restaurants.
Chef Vikram is renowned as an enthusiastic and insightful creator and commentator who will engage all your senses as you
discover this most flavourful cuisine and the complex culture that surrounds it.
If you’ve been looking for a different way to see one of the most intriguing and hospitable regions of India, in the company
of an enthusiastic and most knowledgeable host, this is the trip for you.

STUDY LEADER
Vikram Vij is an Indian-born Canadian chef, cookbook author, and television personality.
He is a passionate supporter of the sustainable food industry and has championed many
causes including the Vancouver Aquarium’s Ocean Wise Sustainable Seafood Program
and the UBC Farm.
His dedication to the work done at UBC resulted in the funding and opening of Vij’s Kitchen,
a state-of-the-art culinary facility at UBC’s Faculty of Land and Food Systems dedicated to
teaching the chefs and nutritionists of the future about ethnic food and cuisine.
In recognition of his many contributions to the Vancouver community, he was awarded an
honourary doctorate from UBC in May, 2016.
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View from Mehrangarh
Fort, Jodhpur

OUR ROUTE

SIGNATURE MOMENTS
•

Experience cooking classes with chefs and home cooks

•

Savour authentic flavours in carefully selected restaurants

•

Connect with the royal traditions of Rajasthan

•

Discover grand architecture in forts and palaces

•

Unwind in spectacular accommodation

PAKISTAN

Jodhpur
Narlai
Udaipur

Delhi
Agra
Jaipur

NEPAL

Varanasi

INDIA
Mumbai
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Bazaar

DETAILED ITINERARY
Day 1: Meet in Delhi
Arrive in the late evening to Delhi where our representative
will meet you and transfer directly to our hotel for a good
night’s sleep before we begin our adventures. Please let us
know if you would like to include a pre-tour visit to Agra to
see the Taj Mahal.
Overnight: Leela Palace Hotel, Delhi
Day 2: Delhi Food Walks
Delhi is bustling and beautiful all at once. We’ll start our
exploration of the city by visiting Old Delhi’s renowned
Gurudwara, the main place of worship of the Sikh community.
Here we’ll learn about the community kitchen serving
thousands each day. We’ll head to the area around the
majestic Jama Masjid to try authentic Mughal dishes,
then delve into the centuries old Chandni Chowk area on
a foodie walking tour, tasting a variety of traditional foods,
including the scrumptious paranthas at the centuries old
Gali Parathewali. Stroll the colourful Wedding Market and
the Nau Garah area. This evening we’re introduced to
Kashmiri Pandit cuisine at a special dinner.
Overnight: Leela Palace Hotel, Delhi
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
City Palace

Day 4: Jaipur
Explore the colourful, chaotic city and the islands of calm
created by its majestic sites. Marvel at the sprawling hilltop
Amber Fort, a magnificently preserved complex of palaces,
halls, pavilions, gardens, and temples. Visit the Anokhi
Museum of Hand Printing and a private studio to learn
about the art of woodblock printing. See the kaleidoscopic
City Palace, a former royal residence built in a blend of the
Rajasthani and Mughal styles. This evening, enjoy a handson cooking class introducing Rajasthan cuisine and spices.
Overnight: Jai Mahal Palace, Jaipur
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Day 5: To Jodhpur
A drive through the Rajasthan countryside takes us through
pastoral lands, scrub forests, and rural villages. The drive
is an experience in itself as we share the road with brightly
decorated trucks, bejeweled camels, and the occasional
meandering cow. We’re headed to Jodhpur, a major silk
route trading centre in the 16th century. Towering above
the city is the Meherangarh Fort, the setting of Kipling’s
The Jungle Book. The impenetrable walls of the fort rise like
cliffs from the rocky outcrop. From its crenellated ramparts,
enjoy postcard views of the ancient blue city below.
Overnight: Ajit Bhawan Palace, Jodhpur
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Day 3: To Jaipur
The “Pink City” is famed for the terracotta plaster that coats
buildings in the old part of the city, for its profusion of palaces
and forts, and for its delightful walled city. We take the early
first class express train from Delhi to Jaipur this morning.
Get a first look at the city centre on a curated food walk this
afternoon with our resident foodie. This evening we’re guests
at a family home for dinner.
Overnight: Jai Mahal Palace, Jaipur
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
TALK TO AN EXPERT OR RESERVE YOUR SPOT
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Day 6: Jodhpur
Explore the city by tuk tuk and on foot today on a food crawl to
the oldest food shops, tasting a variety of snacks like kachori,
samosa, and pakora. Sip a cup of masala chai in a tea shop
with unmatched views of the jumble of cubist blue homes.
Spend time in the winding medieval streets where crumbling
old mansions are painted a vivid indigo to demarcate highcaste Brahmins, so the story goes, and the tangle of streets
are filled with bazaars selling everything under the sun from
spices to sweets, and silver to handicrafts. This evening we
explore the ancient trading town of Osian on the edge of the
Thar Desert. The beautifully sculpted temples here glow in
the sunset.
Overnight: Ajit Bhawan Palace, Jodhpur
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
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“COOKING IS LIKE ART. YOU HAVE SPICES
AND YOUR POT IS YOUR CANVAS, BUT YOU
MUST UNDERSTAND THE FUNDAMENTALS
OF COOKING TO CREATE.”
– VIKRAM VIJ
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Ranakpur Jain Temple

Day 7: To Narlai
Enjoy a taste of village life for the next two days as we
settle in to Rawla Narlai, a meticulously restored 17th century
royal retreat in the Aravalli Hills. This heritage hotel, set in a
particularly scenic part of the Aravalli hills is our base for two
days of village exploration. We’ll visit a weaving cooperative in
a Bishnoi community to learn more about efforts to preserve
the traditions of tribal life.
Overnight: Rawla Narlai, Narlai
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Day 8: Narlai
Take a walk in the village this morning with a village host
before our cooking class with Rawla’s chef. This afternoon
hike up the 700 steps of Elephant Hill for a fabulous panorama
over lakes, fields, and forests, relax by the pool set in the
walled garden, or enjoy the hotel’s spa treatments. A very
special dinner awaits.
Overnight: Rawla Narlai, Narlai
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Day 9: To Udaipur
Start the day at the beautiful marble temple of Ranakpur,
one of the most important sites of Jainism, an ancient religion
concerned with the health of all the living souls of the universe.
Designed in the form of a celestial vehicle, the ground floor
of the temple covers more than 4400 square feet with 24
pillared halls and domes supported by 1,444 intricately carved
columns, no two alike. Lunch is enjoyed in a delightful lodge
set among magnificent banyan trees. En route, we stop to
visit the 1000-year-old Elkingji temple complex to learn more
about Hindu religious practices. The central temple houses
a remarkable four-faced idol representing Lord Shiva in his
four forms. It is said that whoever whispers their wishes into
the ear of the stone bull in front of the statue will have them
fulfilled! We arrive in the romantic lakeside city of Udaipur this
afternoon and enjoy a boat ride on Lake Pichola taking in the
spectacular views of the city.
Overnight: The Leela Palace, Udaipur
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Biryani

Day 10: Udaipur
Join our chef of a cooking class featuring Mewari cuisine,
the recipes from the kitchens that served the maharajas. It’s
a cuisine that is rustic yet flavoursome and makes good use of
fresh vegetables. Our chef goes deep into the principles and
flavours of Indian cuisine as we prepare lunch together. This
afternoon, explore Udaipur’s city palace and the kaleidoscopic
Jagdish Temple in the city centre before our celebratory dinner
this evening.
Overnight: The Leela Palace, Udaipur
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Day 11: Depart Udaipur
Our tour comes to an end this morning after a leisurely
breakfast together. Consider extending your experience
in India with a visit to Mumbai, Goa, or Varanasi.

Kulfi (ice cream)
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Pani puri

TOUR DETAILS
Tour Cost (per person): US$8795
Including Taxes & Gratuities, based on double occupancy
Single Supplement: US$1795
We would be happy to match you with a suitable roommate. If we are unable to do so, the single supplement will apply.
Group Size: 16 – 20 participants
What’s Included:
• Airport transfers for passengers arriving and departing
as per the group itinerary
• Accommodation based on double occupancy in hotels
listed or similar
• Meals as indicated in the itinerary
• All road transportation by private coach
• First class train travel from Delhi to Jaipur
• Sightseeing with qualified English-speaking guides
• All activities and entrance fees
• Three cooking classes
• Special food experiences
• Taxes and gratuities (for guides, drivers, hotels,
restaurants)
• Fully escorted by your Worldwide Quest Tour Director
• Exclusive presentations and insights by Chef Vikram Vij

Not Included:
• Airfare from your home to join the tour
• Visa fees (obtained prior to departure, US$35)
• Meals other than those mentioned above
• Beverages with meals
• Fuel surcharges, if applicable
• Travel insurance
• Excess baggage charges
• Items of a personal nature
• Additional arrangements required due to any
emergency or other situation
Payment Details:
A non-refundable deposit of US$1000 per
person is required to reserve a space on this
tour. A second deposit of US$2000 is due six
months prior to departure. Final payment is
due 90 days prior to departure.

HOW TO BOOK
Please contact the Worldwide Quest office for more information and to secure your booking.

1-800-387-1483 | 416-633-5666
travel@worldwidequest.com
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WHAT TO EXPECT

Joining Instructions
This tour begins with your arrival to
Delhi on Day 1. All travellers arriving
on the start date of the tour will be met
on arrival and transferred to the group
hotel. This transfer is included in the
cost of the tour. When you book the
designated pre-trip accommodation with
Worldwide Quest, your transfer from
the airport to our group hotel on arrival
is included. If you are making your own
pre-trip arrangements, this transfer can
be provided at additional cost. The tour
concludes with a complimentary transfer
to the Udaipur Airport on Day 11.

COVID-19 Entry and Travel
Requirements
All travellers on Worldwide Quest tours
are required to be fully vaccinated and
prepared to show proof of vaccination
as per local regulations. Please refer to
these websites for current requirements:

Level of Activity: Moderate
A good level of fitness is required to enjoy
this trip. You should be able to walk up to
two hours at a time over uneven terrain
both in rural areas and in cities. Shoes
must be removed to enter some temples.
Should you have any questions about
your ability to take part in this tour,
please give us a call.

Transportation
We will be travelling in a comfortable
air-conditioned vehicle driven by a
professional driver. While roads are
mostly paved except on rural back
roads, there are few divided highways.
The traffic is much slower with camel
carts, and heavily laden vehicles as part
of the mix. Therefore, we cannot expect
to cover distances as quickly as we
might in North America. Some of the
travel days will be somewhat long, but
we will have regular stops along
the way.

Travel Documents
You will require a passport for this trip.
Please ensure it is valid for at least 6
months beyond your scheduled return
home. You will require a visa for India
which must be obtained prior to arrival.
This visa can be obtained online; we
will provide instructions for you. Before
booking, please refer to the Canadian
government website to obtain travel
advice for the destination(s) you are
visiting: www.travel.gc.ca

Weather
We expect sunny skies and lovely
warm weather throughout the trip.
Temperatures will likely range from
highs of 34°C to overnight lows
of 23°C .

Canada: https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/
India: https://www.cgitoronto.gov.in/
Tourism Industry
Association of Ontario

#SafeTravels
Worldwide Quest has been awarded
the World Travel and Tourism Council’s
#SafeTravels Stamp for adopting
health and hygiene global standardized
protocols. Learn more.
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OPTIONAL EXTENSION

PRE-TOUR:
FOUR DAYS IN DELHI AND AGRA
An introduction to the highlights of Delhi and the wonders
of Agra and the Taj Mahal
Includes: Three nights’ accommodation based on double
occupancy, transfer from the airport to the hotel on arrival,
transportation by private vehicle, private guide for all
activities, entrance fees to all sites visited with the guide,
meals as indicated.
Day 1: Arrive in Delhi
Arrive in the late evening to Delhi where our representative
will meet you and transfer directly to our hotel for a good
night’s sleep.
Overnight: Trident Hotel, Delhi
Day 2: Delhi
Discover Delhi’s monuments and hidden corners as you
explore with your guide. You’ll see the red sandstone
Humayun's Tomb, the predecessor of the Taj Maha, the
Qutab Minar, the world’s tallest brick minaret and one of
the finest examples of Indo-Islam architecture, and the
monuments of the imperial city built by the British in the
1920s.
Overnight: Trident Hotel, Delhi
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

TALK TO AN EXPERT OR RESERVE YOUR SPOT
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Day 3: To Agra
We’re off this morning by road, travelling to Agra. On
our way, we’ll stop at Fatehpur Sikri, briefly the capital
of the Mughal Empire. This is the site of one of the
largest mosques in India within a marvelous complex
of monuments and temples, carved entirely from red
sandstone. In Agra, we’ll visit the grand Fort. Within the
towering red-sandstone are a variety of palace apartments
including the spectacular mirrored Sheesh Mahal and the
lovely Gem Mosque. This evening snap the best photos
of the Taj Mahal from the gardens across the river, the
ultimate viewing point for the spectacular monument.
Overnight: Agra
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch
Day 4: To Delhi
Get up early this morning for a special dawn look at the Taj,
glowing white through the early morning fog. It may be a
visual cliché, but it is also the one of the few architectural
icons that surpasses expectation. Our guide will take us
past the perfect symmetry, the wonderful proportion, and
the sheer scale to inspect the exquisite detailing covering
every inch of marble. Return to Delhi this afternoon and
begin the main tour.
Overnight: Leela Palace, Delhi
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch
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OPTIONAL EXTENSION

POST TOUR:
THREE DAYS IN MUMBAI
Includes: Flight from Udaipur to Mumbai, two nights’
accommodation based on double occupancy, transportation
by private vehicle, private guide for all activities, entrance
fees to all sites visited with the guide, meals as indicated,
transfer from the hotel to the airport on departure.
Day 1: Fly to Mumbai
Transfer to the airport for the direct flight to Mumbai,
the financial, fashion, and film capital of India. It’s also a
wonderful foodie destination with a fabulous mix of local
street food and restaurants. This afternoon, enjoy a foodie
walking tour tasting some of Mumbai’s signature dishes;
Pav Bhaji, Sev Puri, and Vada Pav. You’ll trace the story of
Mumbai’s culinary history from colonial Bombay to the
city’s Persian community.
Overnight: Mumbai
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

TALK TO AN EXPERT OR RESERVE YOUR SPOT
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Day 2: Mumbai
An early start this morning introduces some magical
moments before the city gets moving. Visit the gorgeous
flower market, the Dhobi Ghat (the oldest open air laundry
in Mumbai), and the Sassoon Docks (the city’s fishing
hub). Later observe the famed ‘dabbawallas’, the men
who deliver 200,000 home-cooked lunches every day in
a system that’s been studied by Harvard. Watch the sun
set at Chowpatty Beach and enjoy a special seafood
dinner this evening.
Overnight: Mumbai
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Day 3: Depart Mumbai
Our representative will transfer you to the airport and
assist you with check in for your onward flight.
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OPTIONAL EXTENSION

POST-TOUR:
THREE DAYS IN VARANASI
Day 1: Fly to Varanasi
This morning transfer to the airport for the flight to
Varanasi, via Delhi. The land of Varanasi (Kashi) has been
the ultimate pilgrimage spot for Hindus for ages. Formerly
known as Benares, Varanasi is the oldest living city in the
world. These few lines by Mark Twain say it all: "Benares
is older than history, older than tradition, older even than
legend and looks twice as old as all of them put together."
Hindus believe that one who is graced to die on the land
of Varanasi will attain salvation and freedom from the cycle
of birth and re-birth. Attend the evening Aarti ceremony
on the banks of the Ganges.
Overnight: Radisson Hotel, Varanasi or similar
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner

TALK TO AN EXPERT OR RESERVE YOUR SPOT
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Day 2: Varanasi
Early this morning, board a launch for a cruise on the Ganges
to the two-kilometre stretch of bathing ghats, or steps, that
lead into the river. The ghats of the Ganges are perhaps the
holiest spots of Varanasi, and are full of pilgrims who flock to
the place to take a dip in the holy river. About 10 kilometres
away, is the place where Buddha delivered his first sermon,
now one of the most venerated Buddhist places. Visit this site
and the informative museum here and return to Varanasi for
another evening by the Ganges.
Overnight: Radisson Hotel, Varanasi or similar
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Day 3: Depart Varanasi
The morning is at leisure before you are transferred to the
airport for your departure flight.
Meals: Breakfast
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ADDITIONAL INFO
Terms and Conditions
For additional information about our terms and conditions, please refer to your booking form, or the current brochure or our
website. All participants booking with Worldwide Quest are covered by the terms of the Ontario Travel Industry Act (Worldwide
Quest International, Ontario - License # 2667946).
Cancellation Policy
All payments are non-refundable, however you may transfer your initial deposit for any land tour to another tour 90 days or more
prior to your scheduled departure date. Initial deposits for cruises are non-refundable and non-transferable. Your second payment
and your final payment are non-refundable and non-transferable. If you cancel within 90 days prior to trip departure, all associated
trip costs are non-refundable. The tour price is quoted as a package. No partial refunds or credits will be given for services not
used. In the event of a cancellation, you must notify Worldwide Quest immediately and in writing.
Travel Insurance
We urge you to ensure that you have adequate cancellation and medical insurance in place, should an unexpected event cause
you to cancel or interrupt your trip or should the tour not be operable per our terms and conditions. We will offer you Manulife
insurance coverage. Medical insurance including emergency medical evacuation coverage is mandatory on all our tours.

TRAVEL WITH ALUMNI UBC
It’s your travel experience.
Indulge your curiosity as we take you to unique places
you’ve always dreamed about.
UBC experts and knowledgeable local hosts provide
context. That allows you to develop a deep connection
to the people you meet and the cultures, cuisines and
landscapes you’re exploring.
•
•
•

Best value in educational travel
Meaningful local experiences
Thoughtful itineraries

VISIT WORLDWIDEQUEST.COM/ALUMNIUBC TO BROWSE ALL TOURS
LED BY EXCEPTIONAL UBC STUDY LEADERS.
Active & Wellness | Nature & Wildlife | Food & Wine | Arts & Culture
TICO#: 2667946

The University of British Columbia Alumni Association will not be responsible for the financing, the arranging, or the conducting of these tours.
They assume no liability or responsibility for damages or financial loss to person howsoever arising from the negligence, omission or otherwise
of travel services arranged through Worldwide Quest International. Refer to the General Terms and Conditions established by
Worldwide Quest International with respect to participating in this tour.
WORLDWIDEQUEST 491 KING ST. E. TORONTO, ON M5A 1L9
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