Colombia

A BIRD PARADISE AMONG AND BEYOND THE ANDES
February 7 – 21, 2022

Colombia is a fertile ground for bird diversity. Approximately one fifth of the world’s bird species have be observed here – more than in any
other country – and many of these nearly 2,000 species are of a most alluring appearance and lifestyle. On this exciting tour, we discover
some of this abundance as we explore diverse and rich landscapes in the centre and north of the country.
We begin in Bogotá on the edge of the eastern branch of the Andes. Here we’ll find a convergence of diverse habitats and be introduced to
colourful representatives of some of South America’s most prominent bird families: tanagers, parrots, antpittas, and toucans, among others.
From here we head west to the Central Andes where we’ll visit national parks and special reserves often hosting very localized birds, such
as the endangered Yellow-eared Parrot. The variety of hummingbirds will always be a source of entertainment.
We round off the tour in Colombia’s Caribbean region in the north. Here we find a bizarre juxtaposition of warm coastal desert and
turquoise waters with refreshing cloud forest in the nearby Santa Marta Mountains. These snow-capped outliers of the Andes are home
to several birds and other fauna and flora found nowhere else. All along we’ll witness vignettes of Colombian daily life, with a chance to
stay in quaint accommodations, and coffee tasting a guaranteed opportunity.
Join us for this eye-opening view of Colombia’s feathered marvels! We will be offering a post-trip extension to the Llanos – wonderful plains
and savanna habitats of eastern Colombia – please enquire!
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Why travel
to Colombia
with us?

Frailejones

Watching the sunset on the San Lorenzo Ridge
Photographing dozens of hummingbird species
Attending a lek of Andean Cock-of-the-Rock
Hearing the commotion of Yellow-eared Parrots

Santa Marta

Riohacha

PANAMA

VENEZUELA

Medellín
Bolombolo
Jardín
Pereira
Manizales

Tracking elusive antpittas on the forest floor

Bogotá

COLOMBIA
ECUADOR

TOUR LEADER
Josh Vandermeulen is a professional field biologist and an active and well-known member of
Ontario’s naturalist community. He hones his impressive field skills both at home and abroad, with
a particular interest in birds and herptiles. Josh is smitten with Colombia and is keen to share his
excitement for its considerable bird life (and more) with you.
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Detailed Itinerary
Monday, February 7: Arrival in to Bogotá
You will be met upon arrival at the international airport by our
local representative and transferred to our city hotel where we
will check in and get a good night’s rest in anticipation of the
wonderful days ahead.
Overnight: Hotel Dann Carlton or similar
Tuesday, February 8: Bogotá City Tour
This morning we will meet our leader Josh for breakfast and a
briefing. Afterwards, we’ll join a local guide for an opportunity to see
some of Bogotá’s iconic points of interest, such as the Gold, Botero
and Emerald Museum, in addition to Bolivar Square and the lookout
at Monserrate, which offers a fantastic view of the city. After a typical
Colombian lunch in the La Candelaria neighborhood, we’ll return to
our hotel for some rest, and later enjoy our Welcome Dinner.
Overnight: Hotel Dann Carlton or similar
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Welcome Dinner
Wednesday, February 9: Chingaza National Park, Laguna
de Siecha and La Calera Hummingbird Garden
This morning we’ll have an early rise and head to Chingaza National
Park to the east of Bogotá for a full-day excursion. We’ll take a
packed breakfast in order to maximize our time in the field. There
are many notable birds here that we may see, and we’ll discover
that their names are often highly evocative and suggestive of their
wonderful appearance; Brown-breasted Parakeet, Silvery-throated
Spinetail, Golden-fronted Whitestart, Coppery-bellied Puffleg and
Black-billed Mountain Toucan are just a few of many we’ll look
for. In the afternoon we plan to visit Laguna de Siecha, a wetland
location known to house the endemic and rare Bogota Rail and
other wetlands birds. Later we’ll visit the La Calera Hummingbird
Garden, a place to enjoy some gorgeous hummingbirds restricted
in distribution to the Eastern Andes, such as the Blue-throated
Starfrontlet, Glowing Puffleg, Black-tailed Trainbearer and Greentailed Trainbearer. Afterwards we’ll return to our hotel, enjoy dinner
and then get a good night’s rest ahead to the next day’s exciting
discoveries.
Overnight: Hotel Dann Carlton or similar
Meals: Field Breakfast, Field Lunch, Dinner

Thursday, February 10: Flight to Pereira, to Otún
Quimbaya
Early in the morning we’ll take a flight to the city of Pereira, where
we’ll meet our vehicles and drive to the Santuario Otún Quimbaya
(Otún Quimbaya Sanctuary) for a chance to explore and discover
some wonderful bird life. This 489-hectare site (a national park)
on the Otún River boasts more than 200 bird species recorded,
wonderful butterflies and two rare monkey species, among
other wildlife. We’ll search along little-used roadways and on
forest paths. Our accommodations this evening are located in the
nearby village of La Florida, so we will be well situated for some
night explorations in search of owls and other nocturnal animals.
Overnight: Casa Hotel Kumanday
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Vermillion Cardinal

Friday, February 11: Otún Quimbaya, transfer
to Manizales
This morning we’ll have a chance to explore Otún Quimbaya
some more, including the fast-water Otún River, which hosts
some Andean whitewater specialists such as the gorgeous
White-capped Dipper and the very aptly named Torrent Duck and
Torrent Tyrannulet. After lunch, we’ll drive to the city of Manizales,
which is the centre of Colombia’s coffee industry. We’ll check
in and then have an opportunity to relax. Later, we’ll gather
for dinner.
Overnight: Varuna Hotel or similar
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Golden-winged Sparrow
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Saturday, February 12: Río Blanco Nature Reserve
Today we’ll have a full day to explore Río Blanco (“White River”)
Nature Reserve. Located just a few short kilometres from
Manizales, this reserve of the Central Andes protects cloud forest
habitat where over 350 bird species have been recorded (including
13 of Colombia’s endemic species). Although they are rarely
observed and it is unlikely we will encounter one, the Spectacled
Bear also lives here. This reserve is renowned for the variety of the
subtly beautiful, terrestrial antpittas, which are attracted to feeders
here. In addition, a number of hummingbirds are a fine adornment
here, with such wondrous and evocative names as Collared Inca,
Buff-tailed Coronet, Green-fronted Brilliant, and White-bellied
Woodstar.
Overnight: Varuna Hotel or similar
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Sunday, February 13: Nevado del Ruiz National Park,
transfer to Jardín Village in Antioquía State
This morning we’ll have an early rise and drive up into the páramo
habitat of Nevados del Ruiz. This open, patchwork montane habitat
of shrubs and grassland is surprisingly rich in bird life, including
a variety of hummingbirds, tanagers, and raptors including the
most famous of all: the Andean Condor, whose huge 10-foot
plus wingspan is always impressive! We’ll also stop to look at
the feeders at the hot springs at Termales del Ruiz, where many
stunning hummingbird species can be seen. Though not usually
a feeder bird, we’ll watch for the shockingly beautiful Rainbowbearded Thornbill here! In the afternoon following lunch, we’ll
head towards the quaint village of Jardín (“Garden”), where we
can settle into our hotel.
Overnight: Valdivia Plaza Hotel or similar
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Jardín Forest

Chesnut-crowned Antpitta
© Josh Vandermeulen

Monday, February 14: Yellow-eared Parrot Reserve
This morning we’ll have an early rise and watch birds all day
in the Yellow-eared Parrot Reserve, the best place in Colombia
to see this very rare parrot in addition to many other birds
restricted to the Central Andes. The reserve’s namesake bird is
endangered, probably on account of the likewise endangered
wax palms (genus Ceroxylon) which the parrots rely on for
food and nesting sites. We’ll explore a variety of locations, ever
watchful for the parrot in addition to others such as the dainty
Yellow-vented Woodpecker, gorgeous Ocellated Tapaculo,
sublime Green-and-black Fruiteater and delectable Lacrimose
Mountain-Tanager! Later we’ll return to our hotel and enjoy
dinner and reminiscence on a satisfying day.
Overnight: Valdivia Plaza Hotel or similar
Meals: Field Breakfast, Field Lunch, Dinner
Tuesday, February 15: Andean Cock-of-the-Rock lek,
to Medellín
Early in the morning we’ll have a chance to enjoy one of the
Neotropics’ essential nature experiences: an amazing lek of
Andean Cock-of-the-Rock. A lek is an ‘arena’ where males of a
bird species come together to display to potential female mates,
who have a chance to view and choose the ones who will sire
their chicks. The lek near Jardín is considered one of the best
such leks for this species in the Neotropics, and birds may
approach within 2-3 metres of us, with upwards of 20-25 males
displaying! This is a superlative experience that usually doesn’t
fail to impress. After breakfast back in the town of Jardín, we’ll
transfer to Bolombolo near the Cauca River, a dry forest that
offers something of a contrast in appearance and bird life to
what we will have seen lately. In the afternoon, we will transfer
to the city of Medellín (pronounced “May-day-YEEN”) where
we’ll check into our wonderful hotel in the countryside, close
to La Romera Reserve.
Overnight: La Extremadura Hotel or similar
Meals: Field Breakfast, Field Lunch, Dinner
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Wednesday, February 16: La Romera Reserve, to
Riohacha
This morning we’ll have a chance to explore La Romera, a nature
reserve uphill from our lodgings. Here we’ll find second-growth
forests on the mountain slopes overlooking Medellín; the winding
road here leads us into the refreshing ambiance where we
can amble while watching for various jaw-dropping beauties,
including among others the Andean Motmot, Green Jay and the
stunning Red-bellied Grackle, one of Colombia’s endemic birds.
We’ll will have lunch in a ‘paisa’ restaurant offering dishes typical
of the Antioquia region of Colombia. In the afternoon, we’ll take
a domestic flight to the city of Riohacha situated on the Guajira
Peninsula of Northern Colombia. Situated along the balmy
Caribbean, this will be our jump-off point for this final leg of our
journey. We’ll settle into our hotel and enjoy the site amenities.
Overnight: Taroa Hotel or similar
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Bicolored Antpitta
© Josh Vandermeulen

Thursday, February 17: Los Flamencos National Park,
to Santa Marta
This morning we’ll head southwest along the Caribbean coast
in the direction of Santa Marta. We’ll be visiting Los Flamencos
(“flamingos”) National Park, named appropriately for its
population of American Flamingo that breed here. A sight of a
flock of these birds in flight would be stunning and we’ll hope to
enjoy this spectacle. In addition, our travels along the coast will
reveal an arid and scrubby habitat home to various interesting
birds including the gorgeous Vermillion Cardinal, a bird that could
make even those ordinarily indifferent to birds, swoon. Along
with regional curiosities we may be acquainted (or re-acquainted)
with various birds typical of Central America. Later we’ll arrive at
Santa Marta and settled into our nice hotel.
Overnight: GHL Costa Azul Hotel or similar
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Friday, February 18: La Cabaña Forest, to El
Dorado Reserve
This morning we’ll being our explorations at La Cabaña Forest,
a beautiful lowland tropical forest where we can find a flurry of
amazing bird life including the Lance-tailed Manakin, perhaps
easier to see well here than anywhere else. We’ll continue our
explorations as we gradually ascend into the mountains. The list
of possible birds is tremendously long, spanning hummingbirds,
wrens, finches, parrots, doves, antshrikes, flycatchers, vireos,
thrushes, tanagers, warblers and so much more! After lunch
we’ll complete our journey to El Dorado Reserve, where we’ll
check into our home for the next couple of nights and where
we can enjoy a wonderful sunset (some say, the best!).
Overnight: El Dorado Lodge
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Saturday, February 19: Santa Marta Mountains
and the El Dorado Reserve
Today we’ll enjoy a full day of exploring the San Lorenzo Ridge
and mid-elevation areas of the El Dorado Reserve, watching for
a host of endemic species of highly restricted distribution, many
found only in this small region of the Santa Marta Mountains!
We should also enjoy seeing a host of many more widespread
birds. Once again, the bird community is eclectic and testament
to the amazing diversity this country offers!
Overnight: El Dorado Lodge
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Sunday, February 20: El Dorado Reserve, transfer
to Santa Marta, flight to Bogotá
This morning we’ll have a final chance to explore El Dorado,
and the mid- and lower elevations of the Santa Marta Mountains
all day. In the afternoon, we’ll take our return flight to Bogotá
where we’ll settle back into our familiar hotel and then enjoy
our Farewell Dinner as we celebrate our explorations and
many wonderful discoveries.
Overnight: Hilton Garden, Bogotá
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Farewell Dinner
Monday, February 21: Depart Bogotá
Today we will be transferred to the airport for our flights home.
Meals: Breakfast
Note: The itinerary and accommodation described in these notes
are subject to change due to logistical arrangements and to take
advantage of local events.
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Blue-naped Chlorophonia

Tour Details
Tour Cost (per person): Approx. US$6270
Includes all taxes and gratuities.
Single Supplement: US$695
Single rooms on this trip are limited and based on first-come, first-served. If you are travelling alone and you are willing to share, we will try to
match you up with an appropriate roommate. If we can’t, the single supplement will apply. This will be collected at 90 days prior to departure.
Group Size:
9 – 12 participants
Included Features:
• Accommodations in double occupancy in hotels listed
or similar
• Three domestic flights
• Gratuities for services provided by Quest
• Ground transportation
• Meals as described in this itinerary
• Bottled water on the bus and at lunch and dinner
• Airport transfers, if travelling as per the group flight itinerary
• Park entrance fees
• Services of Quest Leader, Josh Vandermeulen, and a local
Colombian naturalist

Not Included:
• International flights
• Fuel surcharge, if applicable
• Extra accommodation, if required due to flight schedules
• Airport transfers, if not travelling as per the group flight
itinerary Any departure taxes or entry fees
• Alcoholic beverages and bar expenses
• Phone calls and items of a personal nature
• Additional arrangements required due to any emergency
situation

Payment Details
A deposit of US$500 per person is required to reserve a
space on this tour. A second non- refundable deposit of
US$1000 per person is required at six months prior to
departure. Final payment is due 90 days prior to departure.
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Andean Cock-of-the-Rock
© Josh Vandermeulen

What to Expect
Joining Instructions
This tour begins with our arrival at the El Dorado International Airport in Bogotá on February
7. All travellers arriving on the start date of the tour will be met on arrival and transferred
to the group hotel. This transfer is included in the cost of the tour. When you book the
designated pre- trip accommodation with Worldwide Quest, your transfer from the airport
to our group hotel on arrival is included. If you are making your own pre-trip arrangements,
this transfer can be provided at additional cost. The tour concludes with a single included
transfer to the Bogotá airport on February 21. Please contact us to verify timing of this
transfer prior to making any flight arrangements.
Level of Activity: Moderate
Some of our observations will be made by short jaunts from our vehicle. Generally, such
walks follow the contours of the hills, valleys or cliffs and a few have steep inclines. In other
cases, we will be following trails that are generally accessible to anyone who has normal
walking ability and stamina but may have to be traversed with particular care. Sturdy hiking
shoes or boots are advisable. We recommend a trekking pole for extra stability. There are
a couple of longer days of travel, and some travel may be on unpaved and dirt track roads.
The nature of this itinerary makes is essential that participants be in good physical condition.
Due to the nature of bird activity, in particular, we will have a number of early rises.
However, these will be compensated by restful afternoons. Should you have any questions
about your ability to take part in this tour, please give us a call.
Accommodation
We will be staying at a range of comfortable lodges with private facilities.
Transportation
We will be using 17-person Volkswagen Crafter vans and/or Mercedes Benz Sprinters
for the most part. In a couple of instances, we’ll transfer to 4x4 jeeps or Land Cruiser
(e.g. Yellow-eared Parrot Reserve and Santa Marta Mountains) when travelling in more
sloped terrain.
Weather
Colombia is a tropical country with fairly consistent temperatures. Temperatures vary
considerably with altitude, however. In the Andes and the Santa Marta mountains, we
should expect high temperatures in the upper teens. In the Caribbean lowlands, high
temperatures may straddle 30°C. Temperatures could be lower in the páramo. We are
visiting during the dry season; however, we should be prepared for rain just in case.
Travel Documents
You will require a passport for your trip to Colombia. Please make sure it is valid for six
months after the date of your return home.
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Additional Info
Extend your Stay
We are offering a post-tour extension to the wonderful Llanos region of eastern
Colombia. The savannas and the well-watered plains here are host to a wonderful
variety of wildlife, including various showy birds, amphibians and mammals…with a
possibility of Jaguars. Please request our detailed extension itinerary. We would also
be happy to design a personalized extension for you either to take advantage of other
points of interest in Colombia. Please let us suggest some options, based on your
time available, budget and interests.
Terms and Conditions
For additional information about our terms and conditions, please refer to your
booking form, the current brochure or our website. All participants booking with
Worldwide Quest are covered by the terms of the Ontario Travel Industry Act
(Worldwide Quest International, Ontario - License # 2667946).
Cancellation Policy
All payments are non-refundable, however you may transfer your initial deposit
for any land tour to another tour 90 days or more prior to your scheduled departure
date. Initial deposits for cruises are non-refundable and non-transferable. Your
second payment and your final payment are non-refundable and non-transferable.
If you cancel within 90 days prior to trip departure, all associated trip costs are nonrefundable. The tour price is quoted as a package. No partial refunds or credits will
be given for services not used. In the event of a cancellation, you must notify
Worldwide Quest immediately and in writing.
Travel Insurance
We urge you to ensure that you have adequate cancellation and medical insurance in
place, should an unexpected event cause you to cancel or interrupt your trip or should
the tour not be operable per our terms and conditions. We will offer you Manulife
insurance coverage. Medical insurance including emergency medical evacuation
coverage is mandatory on all our tours.

Can’t make the
dates of this tour?

Make it a Private Journey!
We can plan this tour:
• For your dates
• For your specific interests
• And we deliver all our
signature touches…

We’ll tailor most of our small group
tours to suit your time frame, budget,
and interests, or plan a completely
customized itinerary to suit your exact
specifications. With a Worldwide
Quest Private Journey, you have the
same attention to detail, logistical
expertise, and imaginative details of our
small group tours, expertly designed
especially for you, as a couple, a family,
or a group of friends. Private Journey
are surprisingly affordable. Please call
us to get started.

Worldwide Explorers Club
Travel twice with us and you become a member of the Worldwide Explorers Club. Earn 5% off all your subsequent,
catalogue-advertized group tours. The bonus is non-transferable and cannot be used in conjunction with any
other discount or credit. Note that some exceptions may apply. Members also get access to special offers and
exploratory tours!

How to Book
Please contact the Worldwide Quest office for more information and to secure your booking.
1-800-387-1483 | 416-633-5666 | travel@worldwidequest.com
TICO#: 2667946
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The Quest Nature Tours

Experience

We aim to contribute to nature conservation by providing our travellers with the chance to experience wild spaces and learn about wildlife
in natural habitats. We’re delighted to welcome back our many repeat travellers who enjoy our unique programs, our expert leaders and
our style of travel. We’re equally delighted to introduce our programs to a growing number of Quest first-timers who enjoy learning about
the wildlife and natural environments we share. Our tours are all about exceptional and educational nature experiences, camaraderie
and fun. We’re small and we plan to keep it that way. We focus on the elements we call the Quest Essentials:

Small Groups

More Time Exploring

Our groups are typically in the size range of 8 – 16 participants. On
our daily excursions we may divide into even smaller groups, so that
you can be with fewer than eight others as you explore. Our small
group size allows us to be attentive and quiet, giving us greater
opportunity to observe wildlife. Our logistics are flexible. We use
smaller vehicles and vessels to limit our environmental impact. All
our activities, such as talks, meals and gatherings are enjoyable
and focused.

Our tours are carefully conceived and executed to maximize
your time in the field. Our daily itineraries are full, but not
exhausting, and we build in ample opportunities for rest. There is
nothing routine about our days. While we travel with a goal and
destination in mind, we always give priority to field observations
by choosing routes that allow us to maximize wildlife viewing along
the way and modifying our itinerary as necessary and possible.

Expert Leaders
Every Quest tour is led by one of our team of expert Canadian
naturalists. They are knowledgeable, congenial and extraordinarily
capable. Their objective is to ensure that our Quest travellers
get the most out of the nature experience. A local naturalist also
accompanies all tours outside North America. Each is a highly
trained expert with exceptional knowledge of the flora and fauna
of his or her local region. Local guides help us to find and identify
wildlife and share their knowledge of the habits of the creatures we
encounter as well as the dynamics of the environment as a whole.

All Taken Care Of
From the moment you call our office, we’ll take care of all the
details from pre-departure information to post-tour species
compilations. Virtually everything is included in the tour cost:
accommodations, meals, transportation, activities and gratuities.
We travel off the beaten path without sacrificing comfort. Our
meals can be simple but are always of good quality. And we place
the focus on where it should be: discovering our natural world.
We invite you to call us, email us or visit us in
our Toronto office and let your travels begin…
1-800-387-1483 | travel@worldwidequest.com
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