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T

o many Westerners the word “Persia” evokes a distant land remote in time and conjures
evocative images of turquoise domes, exotic bazaars, the scent of roses and fabulous
carpets. The very names of the cities are magical: Shiraz, Persepolis, Isfahan...
These images live on in today’s Iran. Indeed, Iran is a world both ancient and contemporary, linking the heartland of Asia
and the cradle of Western civilization, a bridge between East and West.
On this trip you’ll discover the different sides of Iran’s multifaceted culture, from the cosmopolitan buzz of Tehran to the
romantic charm of the garden city of Shiraz and the architectural grandeur of the royal city of Isfahan. You’ll see the silent
ruins of Persepolis, the ceremonial city of the Achaemenid Empire, the Zoroastrian holy sides in the desert city of Yazd, and
the thriving bazaar of Kerman.
You’ll learn the stories behind the treasures. Lewie and our Iranian guide Farzaneh care deeply about the cross-cultural
diplomacy of visiting a country like Iran. On the ground, they will demystify the Iranian travel experience and help you get
to know the warmth and generosity of the country’s people.

Tour Leader
Lewie Gonsalves, President of Worldwide Quest has led trips all over the world. Each year
he expands his explorations and offers you an opportunity to be a part of a select group of
travellers on a trip to an exciting destination. In 2018 Lewie led a successful trip to Persia
and in 2023 he looks forward to a return trip in which he will introduce you to the hidden
wonders of this complex and fascinating destination.
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Fine carpets
for sale

Signature Moments

Our Route

Shop for carpets and spices at the exciting bazaars

Tehran

Visit the Zoroastrian Towers of Silence in Yazd
Marvel at the turquoise domes in Isfahan

Isfahan

Stroll the colourful gardens of Shiraz

plane
van/bus
start
end

Yazd

Persepolis

Passargad
Kerman
Shiraz
Persian
Gulf

Travel and feel welcomed where few Westerners
have been
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Espinas Hotel

Detailed Itinerary
Day 1: Arrive Tehran
You will be met on arrival and a group transfer has been
arranged our hotel. Note: Please contact our office if you are
your flights. If you have made your flight. This evening after
a welcome briefing, we will enjoy dinner at a local restaurant.
Overnight: Espinas Hotel
Meals: Dinner
Day 2: Tehran
We will explore Iran’s capital city with our local guide. Now
home to over 12 million people, Tehran is an exciting, chaotic
city. Expect to be stopped by local people welcoming you to
the country.

Golestan Palace

We’ll begin our sightseeing with a visit to the Museum
of Ancient Iran, the country’s archaeological museum
with major pieces from many of the sites we will visit on our
trip. After lunch we will view the collection at the Abguineh
Glass and Ceramics Museum, impressive not only for its
exhibits but for the building itself, which was built as a
private residence for a prominent Persian family and later
housed the Egyptian Embassy. Another highlight will be the
National Jewelry Museum that houses several impressive
pieces, including the Darya-ye-noor, a spectacular 182-carat
pink-coloured diamond, the famous Peacock Throne with
over 20,000 precious stones and Naseredin Shah golden
globe, weighing 34 kilograms and encrusted with over
50,000 precious stones.
Overnight: Espinas Hotel
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

© Soheil Callage

Frescoes inside the Ganjali Khan Bathhouse
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Day 3: Tehran
This morning we will visit the Sa’ad Abad Palace. The
Sa’ad Abad Palace is the former residence of the deposed
royal family of Iran. Today the several palaces of the
complex, alllocated on beautiful and extensive grounds,
have been converted into museums, including the White
and Green Palaces and several art museums.
Following lunch, we will visit the Golestan Palace complex
which is the oldest of Tehran’s historic monuments. It
was begun in the 16th century as a fortress by the Safavid
dynasty. Encompassing several palatial buildings around
a cool green garden, the complex includes the Marble
Throne, created from 65 pieces of yellow Yazd marble. In
2013, Golestan Palace was inscribed onto the UNESCO
World Heritage List.
Overnight: Espinas Hotel
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Day 4: Fly to Kerman
We fly this morning to Kerman in southeastern Iran.
Set in a high valley between the huge massif of the Zagros
Mountains and the UNESCO-listed Dasht-e Lut Desert,
Kerman has been geographically isolated for much of its
existence. Kerman’s beautiful Friday Mosque (Masjid-e
Jam ‘e) was built in 1349, though many renovations and
additions were carried out later, in the Savafid period. The
tall iwan, or vaulted entrance, is decorated with many
shades of blue tiles covered with Koranic inscriptions.
Inside is a large central courtyard and a resplendent
prayer hall. The back entrance of the Friday Mosque leads
directly to the Kerman traditional bazaar. The Hamam
Museum, or Ganjali Bathhouse, was constructed in 1631.
Its vaulted ceilings are covered in intricate and lovely
frescoes. Transformed into an anthropological museum
in 1971, the bathhouse is a splendid example of Persian
decorative art.
Overnight: Hotel Pars, Kerman
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
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Nasir al-Mulk
Mosque, Shiraz

Visiting the Nasir al-Mulk, or “Pink Mosque”
is like stepping into a kaleidoscope. Our visit is
timed for the morning light reflecting the stained
glass patterns onto the carpetted floors.
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Day 5: Day trip to Mahan and Rayen
In the well-preserved medieval mud brick city of Rayen,
we will visit Rayen Castle, an adobe In Mahan we visit the
pilgrimage shrine of the Sufi dervish Shah Ne’matollah Vali.
The shrine complex comprises three courtyards, a reflecting
pool, minarets, and a mosque. The tiled blue dome is one
of the most magnificent architectural masterpieces in old
Persia and surrounded by a delightful garden. Another
highlight will be a stop in the small town of Jupar where we
can generally arrange to visit a small community of weavers
and stop in at a weaving workshop.
Overnight: Hotel Pars, Kerman
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Day 6: Drive to Yazd
Today we travel by private coach to Yazd, a splendid oasis
in the middle of the harsh desert with buildings made
almost entirely of adobe and mud brick. Marco Polo visited
“the noble city of Yazd,” one of Persia’s oldest cities, in 1250
CE and UNESCO has declared Yazd to be the second most
historic city in the world. Yazd dates back to circa 3000BCE
and was a stop on the fabled Silk Route. Yazd is renowned
for its textiles, in particular termeh, a type of silk brocade
that has been produced here for centuries.
Overnight: Moshir Garden Hotel, Yazd
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Day 7: Yazd
Yazd was one of the principal centres of the Zoroastrian
religion and many people here are still practicing
Zoroastrians, the religion and philosophy based on the
teachings of the prophet Zoroaster and based on the
eternal battle of good and evil. We begin our sightseeing
with a walking tour of the old city, including a stop at
the Jameh Mosque to see its beautiful mosaics before
continuing on the Amir Chakhmaq Complex, one of the
most extraordinary in all of Iran. We see the Sacred Eternal
Flame, Ateskadeh, which is supposed to have been lit in 470
CE. We will visit the Towers of Silence where Zoroastrians
took their dead to avoid contaminating the earth.

Towers of Silence
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Rayen Castle

The UNESCO-listed Dowlat Abad Garden is a classical
Persian walled garden, watered by a qanat and with the
tallest badgir in the country cooling the residence of the
khan who created it. The intriguing Water Museum in Yazd
opened in 2000 after the first international conference
on qanats. Persians developed the low-tech but ingenious
qanat technology in the first millennium BC, and its advent
was crucial in bringing water – and agriculture – to the arid
regions around Iran.
Overnight: Moshir Garden Hotel, Yazd
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Day 8: Drive to Shiraz
Today’s long drive to Shiraz takes us through the oil-rich
province of Khuzestan and the tribal areas of Mamasani
and Boyer-Ahmadi and into the upland Province of Fars. En
route, we visit the glorious Elamite rock relief at Kurangun
where, with a small amount of climbing, we can not only
admire the detail of the relief but also enjoy the magnificent
vista of the valley below. We explore the remains of the city
of King Shapur I, and the important rock carvings at Tang-é
Chogan, located near Bishapur. We’ll also see Passargad, the
first capital of the Persian Empire, constructed by Cyrus
the Great in 546 BCE. Pasargadae has been a UNESCO World
Heritage Site since 2004, and though little remains of the
ancient city, its diverse architectural styles show that the
empire respected the diversity of its subjects.
Overnight: Shiraz Grand Hotel, Shiraz
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Day 9: Shiraz
Today we explore Shiraz, the City of Roses and Nightingales.
We visit the Eram Garden, with its beautiful cypress-lined
avenues leading to an elegant summer palace and continue
to the pink-tiled nineteenth-century Masjed-é Nasir-olMolk Mosque and the Narenjestan Gardens, with their richly
decorated pavilion featuring a mirrored porch set among
graceful trees. This afternoon we visit the exciting Vakil
Bazaar, an 11th century covered bazaar lined with little
shops, courtyards and bath houses. This is arguably the
finest bazaar in Iran and a great place to bargain for carpets.
Another highlight is the tomb of Hafez, Iran’s greatest lyric
poet and the tomb of Sa’di, a poet and one of the greatest
figures in classical Persian literature.
Overnight: Shiraz Grand Hotel, Shiraz
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
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Day 10: Drive to Persepolis and Isfahan
An early start takes us to Persepolis (Takht-é Jamshid), the
heart of the Persian Empire. Here, we see a complex of
palaces and temples that is said to be the most beautiful in
the world. Massive winged bulls, derived from Assyria but
given a characteristic Persian stateliness, greet us at the
head of the stairway wide enough for five horses to ride
abreast. The stairway leads up to the gigantic platform on
which the entire site is built. In the Apadana, the palace of
King Darius, walk up another imposing staircase to see the
hundreds of figures carved in low relief exactly as Darius
and Xerxes saw them. They look so fresh they might have
been carved yesterday. The small museum at Persepolis
has been created from the ruins of a building that is called
the harem of Xerxes I. Nearby we visit Nagsh-é Rajab,
where magnificent Sassanian reliefs are hidden inside a
rocky recess. Later we will continue our drive to Isfahan.
Overnight: Hotel Abbasi, Isfahan
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Day 11: Isfahan
The Persians say that their beautiful city of Isfahan is
“half the world.” The 17th-century capital of the Safavids,
Isfahan is said to have the most beautiful bridges in the
world and we will view two of them. We’ll start our visit
at one of the world’s biggest squares, Naghsh-é Jahan,
created in the seventeenth century to be the center of the
city. The huge, open plaza is framed by a wall of arches and
surrounded by two of the Islamic world’s greatest mosques,
the seventeenth-century Masjed-é Sheikh Lotfollah and
the Masjed-é Emam, or Shah, one of the most stunning
buildings in Iran. Both houses of worship contain
magnificent architecture and tile-work. We’ll walk through
the Ali Ghapu Palace with its enchanting music room and
balcony overlooking the Maidan where the Safavid kings
sat to watch polo tournaments. Our tour concludes in
the Qeisarieh Bazaar, also located on the Maidan, where
hundreds of shops offer a rich variety of carpets, tiles,
and miniature paintings.
Overnight: Hotel Abbasi, Isfahan
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Naqsh-e Jahan Square

Day 12: Isfahan
Today’s further exploration of Isfahan takes us to the
magnificent Friday Mosque with its famous Uljaitu Mihrab
of the Il-Khanid Period, to the Armenian Quarter to visit
Vank Cathedral, built in the imperial style, and to the
Zoroastrian Fire Temple of Ateshkadé-yé Isfahan. We shall
also visit Chehel Sotun Palace, constructed as a pleasure
pavilion and audience hall by Shah Abbas I. This evening
we will have a special farewell dinner and reflect on our
amazing journey through Persia.
Overnight: Hotel Abbasi, Isfahan
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Hotel Abbasi, Isfahan

Persian nougat

Day 13: Depart Isfahan
Today there will be one group transfer to the airport for
your flight home. Please contact our office before making
your flight arrangements.
Meals: Breakfast

Note: The itinerary and accommodation described in this
tour brochure are subject to change due to due to logistical
arrangements and to take advantage of local events.
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This tour is eligible
for the WEC 5% credit.
Read all about the
Worldwide Quest
Explorer’s Club here.
Every booking earns
WEC status!

Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque

Tour Details
Tour Cost (per person): Approx. US$6695
Includes all taxes and gratuities.

Single Supplement: US$1495
We would be happy to try to match you with a suitable roommate. If we are unable to, the single supplement
will apply. This will be collected at 90 days prior to departure.

Group Size:
12 – 16 participants

What’s Included:

Not Included:

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Accommodation based on double occupancy in
hotels listed or similar
All meals as listed in the itinerary
Sightseeing with local qualified English-speaking
guides
All activities and entrance fees
All internal transportation by air-conditioned private
coach
Airport transfers for passengers arriving and departing
as per the group itinerary
Gratuities (for guides, drivers, hotels, restaurants)
Fully escorted by Lewie Gonsalves, President Worldwide
Quest with a minimum of 12 people
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Airfare from your home to join the tour
Visa fees
Fuel surcharges, if applicable
Travel insurance
Excess baggage charges
Items of a personal nature
Additional arrangements required due to any
emergency or other situation

Payment Details:
A deposit of US$500 per person is required to reserve
your space on this tour. A payment of us$1000 is due six
months prior to departure. The balance is due 90 days
prior to departure.
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What to Expect

Joining Instructions
This tour begins with our briefing
and welcome dinner at 6 PM on May 6.
Please ensure that you arrive in Tehran
by 3PM to join the group. All travellers
arriving on the start date of the tour
will be met on arrival and transferred
to the group hotel. This transfer is
included in the cost of the tour. When
you book the designated pre-trip
accommodation with Worldwide Quest,
your transfer from the airport to our
group hotel on arrival is included. If
you are making your own pre-trip
arrangements, this transfer can be
provided at additional cost. The tour
concludes with a single complimentary
transfer from the hotel to the airport
on May 18. Please contact us to verify
timing of this transfer prior to
making any flight arrangements.

COVID-19 Entry and Travel
Requirements
All travellers on Worldwide Quest
tours are required to be fully
vaccinated and prepared to show
proof of vaccination as per local
regulations. Please refer to these
websites for current requirements:
Iran: https://covidcontrols.co/
restrictions/iran
Canada: https://travel.gc.ca/travelcovid

Accommodation

Level of Activity: Moderate
This tour involves walking on uneven
terrain and irregular paving. There
are some steep ascents to visit some
of the sights. You should be able to
walk unassisted for up to two hours.
Should you have any questions about
your ability to take part in this tour,
please give us a call.

Our hotels provide comfortable
accommodation with private
facilities. However, these are not
5-star hotels so are not always up
to the standards in the West.

Transportation
We will be travelling by airconditioned coach driven by a
professional driver. There are
some four- and six-hour long
coach journeys with limited
facilities en route.

Travel Documents
You will require a passport for
this trip. Please ensure it is valid
for at least six months beyond your
scheduled return home. Canadian,
USA and UK passport holders will
require a visa for your trip to Iran.
Visas can take from eight to ten
weeks to process. We will provide
instructions for obtaining your visa.

Weather

!

May is a great month to travel in
Iran with plenty of sunshine and
minimal rainfall. You can expect
warm temperatures with the
average being around 25 – 28 °C.

Special Note
Upon arrival in Iran, all women
must wear a headscarf and must
also have arms and legs covered.
Men must be conservatively
dressed with long trousers.
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#SafeTravels
Worldwide Quest has been awarded
the World Travel and Tourism Council’s
#SafeTravels Stamp for adopting
health and hygiene global standardized
protocols. Learn more.
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OPTIONAL EXTENSION

Tabriz & the Caspian Sea
May 18 – 24, 2023

Day 1: Fly to Tabriz
Today you will be transferred to the airport for the flight
to Tabriz, Iran’s fourth largest city. You will be met on
arrival and transferred to your hotel. Although the early
history of Tabriz is shrouded in legend and mystery, the
town’s origins are believed to date back to distant antiquity,
perhaps even before the Sassanian period (224-637). Tabriz
was the capital of Azerbaijan in the 3rd century CE and
again under the Mongol dynasty.
Overnight: Pars El-Goli Hotel, Tabriz
Meals: Breakfast, Dinner
Day 2: Tabriz
After breakfast we will explore the city. Highlights of the
tour include the historic Blue Mosque, built in 1465, and socalled because of the intricate mosaic made from blue tiles
on the facade of the building.
Tabriz’s Azerbaijan Museum houses countless historical
pieces from the region. Of particular note are the bronze
and pottery artifacts that date from 5000 BC and an
extensive collection of Islamic books and manuscripts.

Later we will travel to the nearby city of Kandovan, dating
from the 7th century BCE. Here houses resemble caves, dug
out of the mountainside.
Overnight: Pars El-Goli Hotel, Tabriz
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Day 3: Drive to Ardabil
After an early breakfast we will visit Tabriz Bazaar. One
of the oldest and largest covered bazaars in the world, the
UNESCO-listed Tabriz Bazaar was already flourishing in the
13th century, a hub of Silk Road commerce. The labyrinthine
bazaar continued in importance until the 18th century,
when the Ottomans increased in power. Different crafts are
represented in different sections of the complex. Later our
drive takes us through the mountainous Ardabil province
to the city of the same name. The city is over 1500 years
old and was closely associated with Zoroaster, the Iranian
prophet. Once of major importance on the trade route from
west to east, the city is now famed for its many thermal
springs with therapeutic qualities.
Overnight: Laleh Sarein Hotel, Ardabil
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Located behind the Tabriz Bazaar is the Constitution
House, or “Khaneh Mashrouteh.”Constructed in 1868, the
house gained notoriety during the early 20th century as
theheadquarters for the Iranian Constitutional Revolution
from 1906-1911.
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Village of Massouleh

Day 5: Bandar e Anzali
This morning we’ll visit the nearby village of Massouleh,
one of the most beautiful of the traditional villages in the
province. The village is built up on irregular terraces on
the mountainside. We’ll spend the afternoon taking in
village life before returning to our hotel.
Overnight: Sepid Kenar Hotel, Bandar e Anzali
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Day 6: Bandar e Anzali – Caspian Sea – Tehran
The Caspian coastline is an area of lush vegetation and
spectacular natural scenery with sandy beaches giving
way to wide open steppes, thickly forested foothills and
the bare peaks of the Alborz mountain range. We’ll drive
along the coastline, then south, returning to Tehran.
Overnight: Espinas Hotel, Tehran
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

© Mojtaba Matboyi

Day 4: Drive to Bandar e Anzali
This area is popular for Iran’s domestic tourists and
rarely visited by others. Originally developed by the
Russians in the nineteenth century, Bandar-e Anzali is
now Iran’s major port on the Caspian, the world’s largest
lake, and producer of 95% of the world’s caviar. The city
and local area sites include the long harbour promenade
and the nearby delta of the Sefid Rud, the world’s largest
fresh water lagoon.
Overnight: Sepid Kenar Hotel, Bandar e Anzali
Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Extension Details
Tour Cost: Approx. US$2995
Single Supplement: Approx US$525
Taxes and Gratuities: Approx. US$250

Please enquire.

Day 7: Depart Tehran
Today you will be transferred to the airport for your
flight home
Meals: Breakfast
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Additional Info
Extend your Stay
If you are interested in exploring more of this region, we would be happy
to design a personalized extension for you either before or after this tour.
Please let us suggest some options, based on your time available, budget
and interests.

Terms and Conditions
For additional information about our terms and conditions, please refer
to your booking form, the current brochure or our website. All participants
booking with Worldwide Quest are covered by the terms of the Ontario
Travel Industry Act (Worldwide Quest International, Ontario - License
# 2667946). See full details here.

Cancellation Policy
All payments are non-refundable, however you may transfer your initial
deposit for any land tour to another tour 90 days or more prior to your
scheduled departure date. Initial deposits for cruises are non-refundable
and non-transferable. Your second payment and your final payment are
non-refundable and non-transferable. If you cancel within 90 days prior to
trip departure, all associated trip costs are non-refundable. In the event of a
cancellation, you must notify Worldwide Quest immediately and in writing.
See full details here.

Travel Insurance
We urge you to ensure that you have adequate cancellation and medical
insurance in place, should an unexpected event cause you to cancel or
interrupt your trip or should the tour not be operable per our terms
and conditions. We will offer you Manulife insurance coverage. Medical
insurance including emergency medical evacuation coverage is mandatory
on all our tours.

Worldwide Explorers Club

Can’t make the
dates of this tour?

Make it a Private Journey!

We can plan this tour:
•
•
•

For your dates
For your specific interests
And we deliver all our
signature touches…

We’ll tailor most of our small
group tours to suit your time
frame, budget, and interests,
or plan a completely customized
itinerary to suit your exact
specifications. With a Worldwide
Quest Private Journey, you
have the same attention to
detail, logistical expertise, and
imaginative details of our small
group tours, expertly designed
especially for you, as a couple,
a family, or a group of friends.
Private Journeys are surprisingly
affordable. Please call us to
get started.

Travel twice with us and you become a member of the
Worldwide Explorers Club. Earn 5% off all your subsequent
eligible group tours. Look for the WEC icon to find your next
tour. The bonus is non-transferable and cannot be used in conjunction
with any other discount or credit. Note that some exceptions may apply.
Members also get access to special offers and exploratory tours.

How to Book
Please contact the Worldwide Quest office for more information and to
secure your booking.

1-800-387-1483 | 416-633-5666
travel@worldwidequest.com
TICO#: 2667946
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The Worldwide Quest Experience
Designing travel is an art and a craft. It’s creating a combination of special unforgettable
experiences complemented by flawless technical proficiency. Making sure you travel well is a skill
that comes with insider knowledge, know-how and imagination. It’s something we’ve been doing
since 1970; creating unique itineraries for curious travellers to some of the world’s most intriguing
destinations. Every trip we create features these essentials:
DISCOVERY AND ENRICHMENT

Our expert leaders and hosts, both North American
and local, bring scholarship, specialized knowledge, and
congeniality. They ensure not only that all the details of
your travels are flawlessly taken care of but also provide
a grass roots understanding of the context of what you’re
seeing and experiencing.

RESPONSIBILITY

We consider the impact of our travels on the places we
visit and travel to reduce our footprint. We connect with
local communities where we travel.

SMALL GROUP SIZE

Small truly is beautiful. Small allows us the joy of intimate
experiences in accommodation and touring. Small means
we can all sit around a table for meals and get to know
each other, to hear what our tour leaders are saying, ask
questions, and delve deeper.

VALUE

We respect the investment you make in your travels. It’s
important to us that you are delighted by your experience;
that your anticipation is not only satisfied but rewarded.
We strive to fill our tours with Signature Moments that
you carry home in your heart.

OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU

We design each and every itinerary we offer and we offer an outstanding variety of unique experiences on every journey.
We relentlessly stay abreast of accommodation choices for exceptional location, quality and service. We constantly monitor
destination developments for special opportunities and any changes in security.
Because we manage the quality of the experience on all our Small Group Tours and Private Journeys firsthand, we are
confident that we will meet your expectations. We respect your time and your budget and are keenly aware that your travel
dreams are precious. Travellers who enjoy the Worldwide Quest experience return to us to enjoy our fine portfolio of tours
because they know where ever they travel around the world we deliver what we promise.

We invite you to call us, email us, or visit us in our
Toronto office and let your travels begin…
1-800-387-1483 | 416-633-5666
travel@worldwidequest.com
TALK TO AN EXPERT OR RESERVE YOUR SPOT
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